Biodiversity and human rights
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Biodiversity makes ecosystems:

more productive
fisheries, agricultural crops, forests
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more stable

more resilient to disasters, climate change



Right to health: medicinal drugs

Otzi

birch fungus




Right to health: medicinal drugs

Purple foxglove (digitalis)

Rosy periwinkle
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Right to health



Right to food: pollination




Right to water: filtration

Lake Baikal




The duty to protect biodiversity

Biodiversity Is necessary for the full
enjoyment of human rights.

Therefore, States have a general obligation
to protect biodiversity.



Procedural obligations

to assess Impacts

to make environmental information public
to facilitate participationin decisiorrmaking
to provide access to justice

to protect freedom of association, expression



2015 saw 185 killings, 3 a week

KILLINGS BY COUNTRY IN 2015

GLOBAL WITNESS DOCUMENTED 185 KILLINGS IN
16 COUNTRIES IN 2015, OF WHOM &7 OF THE VICTIMS WERE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
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Substantive obligations

Statesmust protect against foreseeable
environmental harm to human rights.

They havealiscretion to strike a balance
between environmental protection and
economic development.

Butthe balance cannot be unreasonable, or
result inunjustified,foreseeable
iInfringements of human rights.



In striking a balance, States. ..

should take into account international health
and environmental standards

should not take retrogressive measures
must not discriminate among groups

should comply with environmental standards
once adopted



2010 Strategic Plan for Biodiversity

The 20 Aichi Targets include:

Prevent extinction of known threatened
species and improve conservation
status of those most in decline.

e Restore and safeguard ecosystems that
-4 & provide essential services, taking into

S account needs of women, indigenous/

*' 14 local communities, and poor




Progress towards Aichi Targets

By 2020, the extinction of known threatened ~ SUMMARY OF PROGRESS TOWARDS THE TARGET
species has been prevented and their
conservation status, particularly of those most

in decline, has been improved and sustained.
Extinction of known
threatene

Why this target is important has been prevented

Reducing the threat of human-induced extinction
requires action to address the direct and indirect
drivers of change. Achievement of this target is
therefore highly dependent on most of the other
Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Nevertheless, imminent ae hee
extinctions of known threatened species can in many roroved and sustained.
cases be prevented by protecting the sites where
such threatened species are located, by combating
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Living Planet Index - 2016
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Bramble Cay melomys
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Silky Sifaka



