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Opening Remarks for the Briefing on the IPCC after the Paris 
Agreement 

 Ambassador Kyonglim CHOI 
 
Thank you, Mr. Jonathan Lynn, Mr. Rie Tsutsumi of the UNEP 
and Mr. Johannes Cullmann of the WMO, for your kind 
introduction and welcoming remarks. 
 
And I want to thank Dr. Lee, Chairman of the IPCC, for taking 
time out of his schedule to give us a briefing on IPCC work. I 
also extend my gratitude to Ambassador Elisabeth Laurin for 
co-organizing this event along with us, IPCC and the Geneva 
Environment Network.  
  
Needless to say, the Paris Agreement on climate change last 
year was a great achievement. Despite the success of the Paris 
Agreement, however, we cannot be complacent. This year 
following the hottest year on record in 2015, we are witnessing 
severe weather events around the world this year, such as 
flash floods, early monsoon, and droughts. This may show that 
climate change is a more severe and urgent threat than we 
anticipated before.  
 
In this regard, today’s briefing is more than timely as the 
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international community has already started to discuss the 
implementation of the Paris Agreement. 
 
Today, I would like to highlight one important aspect of our 
efforts to address climate change, that climate actions are an 
integral part of our efforts to achieve Sustainable Development. 
The 2030 Agenda makes it clear that climate change is one of 
the greatest challenges of our time and its adverse impacts 
undermine the ability of all countries to achieve sustainable 
development. The Goal 13, in this respect, requires us to take 
urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.  
 
It is encouraging to note that global energy-related carbon 
emissions experienced no growth in 2014 for the first time in 20 
years, with the exception of 2009 when the global economy 
suffered drastic contraction. This suggests that a decoupling of 
economic growth and carbon emission growth is possible with 
appropriate policies and adequate investment. 
 
In doing so, close cooperation will be crucial among various 
players, especially, between developed and developing 
countries. Developing countries are more vulnerable to climate 
change impacts while they lack the necessary resources to 
tackle the dual challenges of attaining economic development 
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and combating climate change.  
 
The implementation of the Paris Agreement will be therefore a 
test for us in responding to the daunting challenge of moving 
from globalization based on competition to one on cooperation, 
which will be more profitable and harmonious to both 
developed and developing countries.. 
 
Korea will continue to take an active role in the new climate 
regime. We will make continued efforts with efforts to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions by nurturing new energy industries, 
sharing new technology and business models with our partners, 
and joining discussions to set up a global carbon market. 
 
In conclusion, I hope that today’s briefing will provide an insight 
into how the IPCC works and how it can support our own work 
to combat climate change. And I hope that as such it will 
provide an opportunity to look back at our achievement in Paris 
last year and develop the way forward. 
 
I thank once again the co-sponsors for making this event 
possible. 
 
Thank you.  


