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No Level of Lead Exposure Is Safe 

• Lead is poisonous, especially harmful to 
children 
– Children are vulnerable because they 

absorb more lead 
– Malnutrition exacerbates the impact 

• Can cause loss of IQ, learning and 
developmental disabilities, death 

• With the successful removal of lead from 
gasoline through PCFV, lead paint is now 
a principal pathway for lead poisoning 
– Children’s exposure is through paint 

particles,  dust and soil 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kids eat lead through hand-to-mouth activity, they breathe it in the air when paint dust is disturbed or brought into the home and when they ingest the paint, it affects the way their minds and bodies develop.  Lead becomes a building block that affects long-term development.  This can lead to a host of issues. Exposure to lead from paint and dust is completely avoidable and needs to be addressed globally.  No level of exposure to lead is considered safe.  Even exposure to low levels of lead can severely harm infants and children, affecting their intelligence, neurobehavioral development and hearing.Additional Notes:Lead paint is created by the addition of one or more lead compounds, it can include varnishes, lacquers, stains, enamels, glazes, primers or coatingsLead paint is widely available in developing countries for residential and decorative purposesOnce lead paint is in place it is a problem for years to come: as lead paint deteriorates, infants and children can ingest or inhale lead in the form of paint chips, dust or soil 



 
 

Lead Paint remains a global problem 

• Most countries do not have laws limiting lead additives 
in paint 

• Lead paint levels in the developing world up to 10,000 
ppm, 20,000 ppm and more 
– Limit on lead in residential paint in the US is 90 ppm 

• Paint with lower lead levels is often available at 
comparable costs to lead paint 

• Compliance is a concern in some countries with lead 
paint laws 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that 59 countries currently have laws limiting lead in paint and more than 100 that do not.  Data from recent testing in many developing shows consumer paint products with lead levels exceeding 10,000 ppm.



 
 

Lead can cause a loss in IQ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Significance of a 5 Point IQ Reduction  
in a population of 260 million people  

 
(Picture adapted from Gilbert , Weiss B. A rationale for lowering the blood lead action level from 10 to 2 ug/dL. Neurotoxicology. 2006 September ; 

27(5): 693–701 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2212280/pdf/nihms37310.pdf ) 
 

 

Significance of a 5 Point IQ Reduction in a population of 260 million 

(Picture adapted from Gilbert , Weiss B. A rationale for lowering the blood lead 
action level from 10 to 2 ug/dL. Neurotoxicology. 2006 September ; 27(5): 693–

701 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2212280/pdf/nihms37310.pdf ) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A 5-point loss in IQ can impact a child for life and if that loss in IQ is experienced by an entire population, the implications for that society could be profound.Professor Bernard Weiss, a behavioural toxicologist at the University of Rochester, New York, USA, examined the societal impact of seemingly small losses of intelligence. Imagine an unaffected population numbering 260 million people (such as that of the USA) with an average IQ of 100 and a standard deviation of 15 (left-hand graph). In that population there would be 6 million people with IQs above 130 and 6 million below 70.A decrease in average IQ of 5 points would shift the distribution to the left (right-hand graph). The number of people scoring above 130 would decline by 3.6 million while the number below 70 would increase by 3.4 million.



 
 

Economic, health, environment, and 
societal impacts from lead exposure 
• The annual  economic costs of lead exposure in low and 

middle-income countries is $977 billion 
– Africa - $134 billion; Asia - $699.9 billion; Latin America 

and the Caribbean - $ 142 billion 
– Each IQ point lost costs a child an estimated 2% of his or 

her lifetime earning potential 1 

• Lead exposure causes costly health, cognitive, and behavioral 
disorders 
– Total cost per child from increasing blood lead by 1 mcg/dl 

≈ $50,000 2   
. 

1: Source: Trasande and Attina, (http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/122-a96/)  

2: Source: Jessica W. Reyes, “Social Cost of Lead,” in “Lead: The Global 
Poison -- Humans, Animals, and the Environment,” a Symposium at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Conference in Boston, MA, February 2013. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are also substantial economic costs of lead poisoning.  A recent article estimated that “the population-wide loss of IQ points resulting from lead exposure costs low- and middle-income countries is $977 billion globally and $ 142 billion in Latin America and the Caribbean annually in decreased productivity, with each IQ point lost costing a child an estimated 2% of their lifetime earning potential.”  (http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/122-a96/) Recent studies on the health, cognitive, and behavioral disorders related to lead exposure estimate costs of an increase in one microgram of lead per deciliter in one child bears total costs of approximately $50,000 per child. 

http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/122-a96/


 
 

About the Lead Paint Alliance 
• Lead Paint Alliance is a 

voluntary partnership 
• Jointly led by WHO and UNEP 
• Supported by multi-sector 

UNEP/WHO Advisory Group 
• Governments, NGOs, 

Industry, and Academia are 
Alliance partners 

• GOAL – all countries enact 
lead paint laws by 2020 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lead Paint Alliance is a voluntary partnership that is jointly led by the World Health Organization and UNEP.Providing Alliance Advisory Group.Partners to the alliance include government agencies, NGOs, Industry and academics. 



 
 

Lead Paint Alliance Advisory Group 
• United States - EPA (Advisory Group Chair) 
• Colombia – Ministry of Environment 
• Kenya – Ministry of Industrialization and Enterprise 

Development 
• Moldova – Ministry of Health 
• Thailand – Ministry of Health  
• AkzoNobel (paint manufacturer) 
• International Paint and Printers Ink Council (IPPIC) 
• Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) 
• IPEN (global network of NGOs) 
 (European Commission - consultant to Advisory Group) 



 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This recently-updated map shows the countries in green that have legally binding controls on lead in paint and the countries in yellow do not have legally binding limits on lead in paint.  Countries with stripes did not provide data. All date and information provided for this map comes from SAICM country points of contact.   



 
 

Global Status of legal limits for lead in paint  

Red – no legal limits or no data  
Green – legal limits 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map shows the countries in red, which have either confirmed that they do not have legal limits for lead in paint or provided no data.  We are in the process of updating this map with new information from country contacts but it helps to illustrate where it is either certain or very likely that laws do not exist.  



 
 

Action Plan for 2015-2016 
 The primary goal of the Alliance is to prevent children’s 

exposure to paints containing lead and to minimize 
occupational exposures to lead paint. 
 

1. Encourage governments to enact lead paint laws 
2. Encourage industry to voluntarily stop the manufacture and 

sale of lead paint 
3. Increase awareness of the health and environmental risks 

posed by lead paint 
4. Increase the number of Alliance partners   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Alliance has a broad aspirational goal and a Business Plan with activity targets through 2020. In support of the business plan, the Alliance has a new 2-year Action Plan to help its diverse partners work together during the next two years on the most important activities, creating increased momentum going forward.  Encourage governments to establish national legal limits on lead in paint,  focusing on residential and decorative paints in countries where legal limits are not currently in place. TARGET: By 2016, more countries will have adopted new legal limits, bringing the total to 72 (baseline October 2014 – 52 countries). Encourage industry activities to voluntarily stop the manufacture and sale of lead paint,  focusing on residential and decorative paints containing lead additives in countries where legal limits are not currently in place.  TARGET: By 2016, an increased number of paint manufacturers will have confirmed that they do not add lead to their residential paints (baseline 2014 – 1 company).  Increase awareness of the health and environmental risks posed by lead paint,  to help prompt actions by governments and manufacturers to stop the production and sale of lead paints.TARGET: An increased number of governments and organizations will have participated in the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action in October 2015 and October 2016Increase and diversify the number of Alliance partners.TARGET: 15 governments or organizations will have become new partners during 2015 or 2016.



 
 

Lead Paint Alliance in 2015 
• Nepal, Philippines recently passed laws; Thailand coming soon 

• Germany and AkzoNobel became Alliance partners in 2015 

• Colombia, Moldova,  and Thailand in process of becoming partners 

• Alliance Regulatory toolkit launching this month 

• Sub-regional workshop in Africa planned for November/December 

• International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action - October 
25-31, 2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the EU Switch Asia Study, Nepal and the Philippines have passed laws to limit lead in paint.Through this same EU Switch Asia Study, we know that legislation to limit lead in paint is expected in Thailand in the near future which is great news.Germany became the latest country to become a partner in April of this year with Colombia, Moldova, and Thailand expected to become partners very soon.The regulatory toolkit is now complete and the roll-out is underway, with regional workshops under development and expected in Africa this fall; workshops will demonstrate the new regulatory toolkit for use by governments wanting to pass lead paint laws.UNEP is developing a sub-regional workshop in Africa to take place in late November, early December.  The workshop will focus on the regulatory toolkit for governments seeking to pass lead paint laws.The International Lead Poisoning Prevention - Week of Action will take place October 25-31, 2015 and we encourage all countries to participate



 
 

International Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week of Action 2015 

• In 2014, 37 countries conducted more than 80 
events worldwide 

• 2015 will see even more events, including high-level 
engagements from UNEP, WHO, and U.S. EPA 

• For more information on the Week of Action, go to: 
http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/  

• Participate at the Lead Paint side event during 
ICCM4 on Tuesday, September 29 at 1:00 PM  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year marks the third International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action (October 19-25). More than 80 events took place in 37 countries across the globe. Activities included classroom and school events, public outreach, workshop and training sessions, as well as social media and press campaigns.  Visit the WHO website for international campaign materials for the International lead poisoning prevention week of action.In 2015, WHO and UNEP, in addition to two U.S. agencies, EPA and Dept. of Health and Human Services, will release a video from our leadership that speaks about the dangers of lead in paint and the importance of establishing laws to restrict lead additives in paint.We will also be conducting an embassy briefing in Washington DC hosted by Canada and the United States that will be an event similar in scope to what we are presenting today. 

http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/
http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/
http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/


 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can also access the WHO Week of Action portal through the UNEP website by going to the Chemicals and Waste page, meetings and events, and clicking on the link to the 2105 International Lead Poisoning and Prevention Week of Action.  Once there, you can register your event and also see what is planned in your country.  



 
 

• Convince governments without existing legislation to enact lead 
paint laws 

• Input/advice/advocacy to get lead paint on relevant meeting and 
conference agendas 

• Understand the status of regulations and enforcement challenges 
in countries with existing lead paint laws 

• Encourage governments, NGOs, and industry to become partners 
in the Lead Paint Alliance 

Lead Paint Alliance – What you can do 

For further information, including how to become a partner, go to: 
 www.unep.org/noleadinpaint  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wherever possible, we need to see Lead Paint on meeting and conference agendas to continue to raise the profile of the issue.We need your help strengthening the partnership in the Lead Paint Alliance, so please encourage governments, NGOs, academics, and industry to get involved by becoming a partner. And most importantly, we need to convince governments around the world to pass laws that limit lead in paint.  Without these laws, industry has little incentive to voluntary change their products so we need legal limits in every country around the world.  

http://www.unep.org/noleadinpaint


Lead Paint Alliance 

 
 

Thank you 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you
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