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THE TWELFTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL/GLOBAL MINISTERIAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM

6 December 2011


1. Introduction
 AUTONUMOUT 
Pursuant to decision 26/17 I, adopted by the twenty-sixth session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (Council/Forum), the twelfth special session of the Council/Forum will be held from 20 to 22 February 2012.  The Bureau of the Governing Council met in Madrid on 21 July 2011 and approved the venue (Nairobi).  
 AUTONUMOUT 
The provisional agenda of the twelfth special session, as adopted by the twenty-sixth session and amended by the Bureau, is found in Annex I.  

 AUTONUMOUT 
The geographical composition of the Bureau since 1991 is found in Annex II.  The notification has been finalized and will be dispatched dated 24 November 2011.  
 AUTONUMOUT 
The present note contains the proposed structure of the twelfth special session, as developed in consultations with the Governing Council Bureau through its meeting held on 21 July 2011, and the Committee of Permanent Representatives to UNEP through its meetings held on 22 September and 18 October 2011.  

2. Members of the Governing Council
 AUTONUMOUT 
The list of members of the Governing Council for the period 2012-2015, as elected by the General Assembly on in 2009 and 2011 is provided in Annex III.  Please note that, following the election which took place on 17 November 2011, two positions from the Asia-Pacific region remain vacant.  
3. Organization of work and tentative schedule 

 AUTONUMOUT 
Pursuant to decision 26/17 I, the twelfth special session will be held for the duration of three days.  The session will be preceded by informal consultations by the Executive Director with the regional groups, to be held on Sunday, 19 February, 4 p.m.  The provisional programme of the week, including the information on associated events, is provided in Annex IV.
 AUTONUMOUT 
The twelfth special session will be preceded by pre-session events, including 13th Global Major Groups and Stakeholder Forum, to be held on Saturday and Sunday, 18 and 19 February. 

 AUTONUMOUT 
A meeting of the GC Bureau will be held on Sunday, 19 February 2012.  
 AUTONUMOUT 
In order to mark the 40th anniversary of UNEP, high level dignitaries have been invited to the special session. 

 AUTONUMOUT 
In pursuance of General Assembly resolution 53/242, the Governing Council constitutes the annual ministerial-level global environmental forum.  
 AUTONUMOUT 
The over-arching theme of the ministerial consultations will be “Environmental agenda in the changing world: From Stockholm (1972) to Rio (2012)”.  Next year (2012) will be the fortieth (40th) anniversary of the establishment of UNEP.  As part of commemoration activities, the High-level symposium “Environmental change and global responses in 2012” will be organized on Monday, 20 February 2012 from 3 p.m.  

 AUTONUMOUT 
Possible outcome of the twelfth special session include: 

· Outcome document on UNEP’s contribution to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development;

· Decisions of the Governing Council, as required by previous sessions.
 AUTONUMOUT 
The opening plenary on Monday morning will establish the following sessional committees: 

· Committee of the Whole;

· Drafting Group to prepare draft decisions.  Open-ended group with two core members from each region.
· Friends of the President to prepare an outcome document on the UNEP’s contribution to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development.  Open-ended group with two core members from each region.  

 AUTONUMOUT 
The Committee of the Whole will meet from Monday afternoon to Wednesday morning.  The Committee may establish topic specific contact groups on contentious issues.  
 AUTONUMOUT 
Two representatives from each major group, totaling 18 representatives, will be invited to meetings of the plenary and the Committee of the Whole.    

4. Greening the Governing Council and a paper-smart meeting 

 AUTONUMOUT 
Various measures to make the Council/Forum climate neutral/green to the extent possible will continue to be taken with the support by the host Government.  

· Paper-smart meeting: Encourage use of laptops to reduce the number of hard copies of pre-session and in-session documents;

· Offset of the emissions of travel of UNEP funded participants.
5. Special events and press conferences 

 AUTONUMOUT 
Two special events will be organized, by the secretariat in cooperation with partners, during lunch time of each day of the session.  Press conferences will be held daily throughout the session.  

 AUTONUMOUT 
Exhibitions and other events will be organized as appropriate.  

6. Documentation 

 AUTONUMOUT 
As per the mandate given by previous sessions of the Governing Council, it is envisaged that documents submitted to the twelfth special session will include the following 13 documents: 

· International environmental governance (UNEP/GCSS.XII/3);

· World environment situation (UNEP/GCSS.XII/4);

· Chemicals and waste management (UNEP/GCSS.XII/5);

· Intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services (UNEP/GCSS.XII/6);

· Sustainable consumption and production (UNEP/GCSS.XII/7);

· Consultative process on financing options for chemicals and wastes (UNEP/GCSS.XII/8);

· Biennial programme of work and budget for 2012–2013 (UNEP/GCSS.XII/9 and Add.1);

· Enhanced coordination across the United Nations system, including the Environment Management Group (UNEP/GCSS.XII/10 and Add.1);

· Enhancing cooperation and coordination within the chemicals and wastes cluster (UNEP/GCSS.XII/11);

· Water operational policy (UNEP/GCSS.XII/12);

· Background paper for the ministerial consultations (UNEP/GCSS.XII/13).

 AUTONUMOUT 
It is envisaged that draft decisions to be submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives on the basis of relevant reports of the Executive Director include those on the following subject areas: 

· International environmental governance (incremental improvements); 

· World environment situation;

· UNEP’s work on sustainable consumption and production
· Final report on the consultative process on financing options for chemicals and wastes

· Accountability and financial and administrative arrangements between the United Nations Environment Programme and the multilateral environmental agreements for which it provides the secretariat or secretariat functions.
· Enhanced coordination across the United Nations system, including the Environment Management Groupr

· Enhancing cooperation and coordination within the chemicals and wastes cluster
Annex I: Provisional agenda

1. Opening of the session.

2. Organization of work:

(a)
Adoption of the agenda;
(b) 
Election of officers; 

(c) 
Organization of work.

3. Credentials of representatives.

4. Emerging policy issues: environment and development. 
5. Other matters.

6. Adoption of the report.

7. Closure of the session.

Annex II: Geographical composition of the Bureau of the Governing Council

	YEAR
	1991
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999
	2001
	2003
	2005
	2007
	2009
	2011

	African Group 
	Rapp

Uganda


	Pres

Nigeria 
	VP

Kenya


	VP

Algeria 
	VP

Burundi 
	Rapp

Uganda
	Pres
Uganda/

Tanzania 
	VP

Burkina Faso
	VP

South Africa
	VP

Algeria Congo
	Rapp
Mozambique

	Asia-Pacific Group 
	VP

Indonesia 
	VP

Philippines 
	Pres

Pakistan 
	VP

India


	Rapp

Iran 
	VP

Indonesia 
	VP

ROK


	Pres 

Indonesia
	VP

Pakistan
	Rapp

Indonesia
	VP
Indonesia

	Eastern European Group 
	VP

Czechoslovakia 
	Rapp

Poland 
	VP

Romania 
	VP

Russian Federation
	Pres

Slovakia


	VP

Poland 
	Rapp

Czech 

Republic
	VP

Romania 
	VP

Czech

Republic
	Pres

Serbia


	VP
Hungary

XXXXX



	Latin American and Caribbean  Group 
	VP

Guyana 
	VP

Venezuela
	Rapp

Chile 
	Pres

Venezuela
	VP

Mexico 
	VP

Cuba


	VP

Colombia 
	Rapp

Bahamas
	Pres

Costa Rica


	VP

Mexico
	VP
Uruguay 

	Western European and Others Group 
	Pres

Nether-lands 
	VP

Denmark 
	VP

United kingdom 
	Rapp

Canada


	VP

Nether-lands 
	Pres

Canada


	VP

Nether-lands
	VP

Switzerland 
	Rapp

Austria
	VP

USA
	Pres
Spain 


Pres:
President

VP:
Vice-President

Rapp:
Rapporteur

Annex III: List of members of the Governing Council for 2012-2015 (as of 17 November 2011)
A. Breakdown by alphabetical order (indicating terms of office)

	Albania **

Antigua and Barbuda *
Argentina *
Australia *
Bangladesh **
Belgium *
Brazil *
Canada *
Central African Republic *

Chile **
China *
Colombia **
Congo **
Cuba **

Czech Republic *

Ecuador **

Egypt **
France *

Gabon *
Georgia **

Germany *
India **
Indonesia *
Iran (Islamic Republic of) **
Israel **
Italy **

Japan *

Kenya *


	Lesotho *

Liberia **

Malaysia *

Mauritania *

Mauritius **

Mexico **

Mozambique *

Netherlands **

Nigeria **

Norway **
Pakistan *

Poland **
Republic of Korea *
Romania *
Russian Federation *
Saudi Arabia **
Senegal  **

Spain **

Sudan **

Switzerland *

Thailand **

Togo **
Trinidad and Tobago *
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland **
United Republic of Tanzania *
United States of America *
Uruguay *

Zambia *



	*  
Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2013.

** 
Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2015.




Note: two positions form the Asia=Pacific region remain vacant, expected to be filled by election shortly. 
B. Breakdown by geographical groups (indicating terms of office)

	African group 

Central African Republic * 

Congo **

Egypt **
Gabon *
Kenya *

Lesotho *

Liberia **

Mauritania *

Mauritius **

Mozambique *

Nigeria **
Senegal **
Sudan ** 

United Republic of Tanzania  *

Togo **

Zambia *
	Latin American group

Antigua and Barbuda *

Argentina *

Brazil *

Chile **

Colombia **
Cuba **

Ecuador **

Mexico **
Trinidad and Tobago *
Uruguay *

	Asia-Pacific group 

Bangladesh **
China * 
India **
Indonesia *
Iran (Islamic Republic of) **
Japan *

Malaysia *

Pakistan *

Republic of Korea *

Saudi Arabia **
Thailand **


	Western European and others group 

Australia *
Belgium *
Canada *
France *
Germany *
Israel **
Italy **
Netherlands **
Norway **

Spain **

Switzerland *

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland **
United States of America *

	Eastern European group 

Albania  **
Czech Republic *

Georgia  **

Poland **

Romania *
Russian Federation *
	

	*  
Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2013.
** 
Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2015.


Note: two positions form the Asia=Pacific region remain vacant, expected to be filled by election shortly. 

Annex IV: Provisional programme of the twelfth special session of the Council/Forum 
	
	8 a.m.
	9 a.m.
	10 a.m.
	11 a.m.
	12 p.m.
	1 p.m.
	2 p.m.
	3 p.m.
	4 p.m.
	5 p.m.
	6 p.m.
	7 p.m.
	8 p.m.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat
	
	
	
	9.30 a.m.-1.30 p.m.

GLOBAL MAJOR GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDER FORUM
	
	
	
	
	2.30-5.30 p.m.

GLOBAL MAJOR GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDER FORUM
	
	6-8 p.m.

Reception for GMGSF
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun, 19  Feb
	
	
	
	9.30 a.m.-1.30 p.m.

GLOBAL MAJOR GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDER FORUM
	
	 
	
	
	 2.30-5.30 p.m.

GLOBAL MAJOR GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDER FORUM
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4-5 p.m.

INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mon, 20 Feb
	
	
	
	
	10 a.m.-1 p.m.

PLENARY

Opening plenary

Item 1: Opening of the session

Item 2: Organization of work

(a) Adoption of the agenda
(b) Organization of work 

Policy statement by the Executive Director
	1-2 p.m. 
2 special events 
1-2 p.m. 
Press event 
	3-6 p.m.  

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIONS

Item 4: High-level symposium: Environmental change and global responses in 2012 
	
	
	7-9 p.m.

Social function TBD
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3-6 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Organization of work

Election of the Rapporteur Item 4: Emerging policy issues: environment and development  
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue, 21 Feb
	
	
	
	
	10 a.m.-1 p.m.

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIONS 

Item 4: Moderated plenary discussion on Global environmental outlook 
	1-2 p.m. 
2 special events 
1-2 p.m. 
Press event 
	3-6 p.m.  

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIONS

Item 4: Ministerial roundtable discussion on Global environmental outlook  
	
	
	7-9 p.m.

Sasakawa Awards ceremony 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	10 a.m.-1 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Item 4 
	
	3-6 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Item 4 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed, 22 Feb
	
	
	
	
	10 a.m.-1 p.m.

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIONS 

Item 4
Moderated plenary discussion on Rio+20 and beyond: Responding to the challenges
	1-2 p.m. 
2 special events 
1-2 p.m. 
Press event 
	3-6 p.m.  

PLENARY

Summary discussion on the outcome document 
Adoption of decisions 

Item 3: Credentials 

Item 6: Adoption of the report 

Item 7: Closure of the session 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	10 a.m.-1 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Item 4
Item 5: Other matters
Approval of decisions

Conclusion of the work of the Committee
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