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Note by the Secretariat

I.
Introduction
1. The present scenario note is intended to assist participants in preparing for the eleventh ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the second simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions by providing information on initial planning activities and expectations for the meetings, which will be held in a coordinated manner from 28 April to 10 May 2013. 
2. The meetings will be paperless and pre-session documents will be available on the website of the meetings.
 All documents, including in-session documents, will be available on an intranet site established for the meetings and through a computer application. Participants are expected to bring their own laptop computers or other devices to access the documents. Technical support will be available on site.  

II.
Objectives and possible outcomes of the ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary meetings

3. As detailed in paragraphs 4 to 15 below, the objective of the meetings is the consideration and possible adoption of the following four sets of decisions: 
(a) Decisions that, according to the provisions of the conventions, need to be taken by the ordinary or simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties; 
(b) Decisions on proposals to amend the conventions, especially those related to listing new chemicals or wastes in the annexes to the conventions;
(c) Decisions that, further to decisions of the conferences of the parties, need to be taken by the 2013 ordinary or simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties;

(d) Decisions that must be taken to ensure the timely implementation of the conventions and the successful operation of the ordinary or simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties in the future.


A.
Second simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions
4. Further to decisions adopted at previous meetings, the conferences of the parties, at their second simultaneous extraordinary meetings, will focus on the following:

(a) Draft decisions on the review of arrangements adopted pursuant to the synergies decisions;

(b) The proposal from the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the organization of the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, Stockholm Convention and UNEP-part of the Rotterdam Convention;

(c) Proposals for joint activities for the biennium 2014–2015;

(d) The budget for joint activities and possible necessary amendments to the budget of the three conventions for the biennium 2014–2015; 

(e) Outcome of the UNEP Executive Director’s consultative process on financing options for chemicals and wastes.

B.
Sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention
5. According to the provisions of the Stockholm Convention, the Conference of the Parties, at its sixth meeting, shall undertake the following:

(a) Evaluate, in consultation with the World Health Organization (WHO), the continued need for DDT for disease vector control (Annex B, part II, paragraph 6);
  
(b) Consider for adoption, with any amendments, a process to evaluate parties’ progress in achieving the ultimate objective of eliminating hexabromodiphenyl ether, heptabromodiphenyl ether, tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether and to review the continued need for specific exemption for those chemicals (Annex A, parts IV and V, paragraph 2);  

(c) Consider for adoption, with any amendments, a process to evaluate the continued need for perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride for the various acceptable purposes and specific exemptions on the basis of available scientific, technical, environmental and economic information (Annex B, part III, paragraphs 5 and 6). 
6. The Conference of the Parties will also consider for possible adoption a proposal to include hexabromocyclododecane in Annex A to the Stockholm Convention, as proposed by a party to the Convention and as recommended by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee.

7. Pursuant to decisions adopted at previous meetings, the Conference of the Parties, at its sixth meeting, shall undertake the following:
(a) Further consider for adoption procedures and institutional mechanisms on non‑compliance required under Article 17 of the Convention;

(b) Further consider for adoption, with any amendments, a proposed framework for evaluating the effectiveness of the Convention pursuant to Article 16 of the Convention; 

(c) Consider for adoption, with any amendments, a revised reporting format pursuant to Article 15 of the Convention, including the 10 chemicals newly listed in annexes A, B and C to the Convention; 

(d) Consider for adoption a methodology for evaluating the performance and sustainability of Stockholm Convention regional centres, based on the criteria set out in annex II to decision SC-2/9; consider endorsing for a second period of four years the Stockholm Convention regional centres endorsed in decision SC-4/23; and consider endorsing a new nominated Stockholm Convention centre; 

(e) Consider the report on the assessment of funding needs for parties that are developing countries or countries with economies in transition to implement the Convention over the period 2015–2019; 

(f) Consider for adoption the third review of the financial mechanism of the Convention; 

(g) Consider for adoption, with any amendments, the newly proposed additional guidance to the financial mechanism; 

(h) Elect the new Chair of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee to take office in May 2014 and nominate new experts to serve as members of the Committee; 

(i) Consider reports prepared by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee on the assessment of chemical and non-chemical alternatives to endosulfan and of chemical alternatives to DDT; and the recommendations of the Committee regarding a technical paper on the identification and assessment of alternatives to the use of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid in open applications; 

(j) Welcome the revised Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases of Dioxins, Furans, and Other Unintentional Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

(k) Take note of the guidance developed for the review and updating of national implementation plans with information relating to newly listed persistent organic pollutants; of the report on the feasibility of parties to revise and update their national implementation plans with information relating to new persistent organic pollutants; and of a legal opinion on Article 7 of the Convention regarding deadlines for transmission of revised national implementation plans; 

(l) Evaluate the continued need for the procedure set out in paragraph 2 (b) of Article 3 of the Convention; 

(m) Take note of the programme for technical assistance and request the Secretariat to continue to implement it as an integral part of its work; 

(n) Consider reports on the progress of work on national reporting; 

(o) Approve a programme of work and adopt an operational budget for the biennium    2014–2015, with any amendments.


C.
Eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention

8. The Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention shall consider proposals for new entries to the list of wastes contained in Annex IX to the Basel Convention, submitted by Finland, Ireland, and the Netherlands, in accordance with the process set out in decision VIII/15 on revisions to the procedure for the review or adjustment of the lists of wastes contained in annexes VIII and IX to the Convention and as recommended by the eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group.
9. Further to decisions adopted at previous meetings, the Conference of the Parties, at its eleventh meeting, shall undertake the following:
(a) Consider for adoption the framework for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes; agree to the list of proposed actions to implement the framework;  and consider extending the mandate of the technical expert group established pursuant to decision BC‑10/3 to undertake those proposed actions; 

(b) Consider for adoption the glossary of terms used in the Convention and a list of other relevant terms related to the implementation of the Convention;
(c) Take note of the report on the interpretation of certain terminology and of the study on used and end-of-life goods; and consider establishing an intersessional working group for the development of further guidance on the interpretation of certain terminology;
(d) Consider for adoption the technical guidelines on transboundary movements of e‑waste and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste; 

(e) Take note of the progress of work on the updating and development of new technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants;

(f) Take note of the progress of work on classification and hazard characterization of wastes;  

(g) Consider reports on the progress of work on national reporting; 
(h) Consider for adoption the revised guidance document on environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life computing equipment and take note of its recommendations;

(i) Take note of the report on the creation of a baseline for the mid-term and final evaluations of the strategic framework;

(j) Consider authorizing the Committee for Administering the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of the Basel Convention to direct the use of the implementation fund in the intersessional period between the eleventh and twelfth meetings of the Conference of the Parties; and extending, for the same period, the amendment of the terms of reference of the mechanism for promoting implementation and compliance of the Basel Convention adopted by decision BC‑10/11;

(k) Agree on a way of measuring progress in the overall implementation of and compliance with the national reporting obligations under the Convention; 

(l) Consider for adoption the terms of reference for cooperative arrangements on preventing and combating illegal traffic and elect representatives in that regard; 

(m) Approve the work programme of the Committee for Administering the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of the Basel Convention for the biennium 2014–2015 and take note of the revised legal analysis of the application of the Basel Convention to hazardous wastes and other wastes generated on board ships; 

(n) Consider amending the interim guidelines for the implementation of decision V/32 on enlargement of the scope of the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist Developing and Other Countries in Need of Technical Assistance in the Implementation of the Basel Convention; and take note of the programme for technical assistance and request the Secretariat to continue to implement it as an integral part of its work;

(o) Approve a programme of work and adopt an operational budget for the biennium 2014‑2015, with any amendments.

10. To ensure the timely implementation of the Convention and the successful operation of the Conference of the Parties in the future, the Conference of the Parties, at its eleventh meeting, shall undertake the following:

(a) Consider for adoption a proposal for a process to evaluate the performance and sustainability of the Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres, similar to the approach followed under the Stockholm Convention; 

(b) Consider extending the mandate of the small intersessional working group to monitor and assist in the review and updating, as appropriate, of technical guidelines regarding persistent organic pollutants;
(c) Consider extending the mandate of the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment until the end of 2015 to complete the work programme for the biennium 2014–2015; 
(d) Elect officers to serve as the Bureau of the Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2014–2015; 
(e) Consider a new format for the conduct of meetings or other options for the operation of the Open-ended Working Group and the adoption of its work programme. 


D.
Sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention

11. The Conference of the Parties shall consider proposals to include five chemicals and one severely hazardous pesticide formulation in Annex III to the Rotterdam Convention and to adopt the related draft decision guidance documents on the following, as recommended by the Chemicals Review Committee:

(a) Azinphos-methyl;
(b) Pentabromodiphenyl ether (CAS No. 32534-81-9) and pentabromodiphenyl ether commercial mixtures;
(c) Octabromodiphenyl ether commercial mixtures;
(d) Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, perfluorooctanesulfonates, perfluorooctanesulfonamides and perfluorooctanesulfonyls;
(e) Chrysotile asbestos; 
(f) Liquid formulations (emulsifiable concentrate and soluble concentrate) containing paraquat dichloride at or above 276 g/L, corresponding to paraquat ion at or above 200 g/L.
12. Pursuant to decisions adopted at previous meetings, the Conference of the Parties, at its sixth meeting, shall undertake the following: 

(a) Further consider for adoption procedures and institutional mechanisms on non‑compliance required under Article 17 of the Convention;

(b) Nominate the Chair of the Chemical Review Committee, appoint previously designated members of the Committee and nominate new members of the Committee;
(c) Approve a programme of work and adopt an operational budget for the biennium 2014‑2015, with any amendments.

13. To ensure the timely implementation of the Convention and the successful operation of the Conference of the Parties in the future, the Conference of the Parties, at its sixth meeting, shall undertake the following:

(a) Consider information provided by the Secretariat on implementation of the Convention and proposals to improve information on exports and export notifications; 

(b) Consider proposals to increase the number of notifications of final regulatory action and guidance prepared by the Secretariat to assist parties in their preparation; 

(c) Take note of the programme for technical assistance and request the Secretariat to continue to implement it as an integral part of its work. 


III.
Meetings agendas

14. The annotations to the provisional agendas for the ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary meetings
 identify issues for discussion under each agenda item and the documents that correspond to that item. 
15. Most of the meeting documents prepared identify the provisions of the conventions or decisions of the conferences of the parties that provide mandates for the activities discussed in the documents. They also identify possible action to be taken by the conferences of the parties. 
16. Delegations are invited to inform the Secretariat before the start of the meetings on 28 April 2013 or, at the latest, during the consideration of the provisional agendas for the respective ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary meetings, of any matters that they feel should have been included in the provisional agendas that do not appear to be covered. In the case of the extraordinary meetings, the agenda will only include those items proposed by the three conferences of the parties at their ordinary meetings in 2011.

IV.
Organization of work

17. As agreed by the bureaux of the conferences of the parties to the three conventions, the ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary meetings will comprise twelve days of sessions, from 28 April to 10 May 2013 (Sunday to Saturday in the first week and Monday to Friday in the second week), with provision for regional meetings and a joint meeting of the bureaux on Saturday, 27 April 2013. There are no sessions scheduled for Sunday, 5 May 2013. A high‑level segment will be held during the afternoon session on Thursday, 9 May 2013 and the morning session on Friday, 10 May 2013.

18. A draft schedule for the organization of work for the ordinary and simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is contained in document UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/2.

19. From Sunday to Saturday in the first week and Monday to Friday in the second week, the proposed daily schedule for plenary sessions will be two three‑hour sessions per day, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

20. Each morning from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m., the bureaux are expected to meet jointly to agree on the order of business for the day, unless they decide otherwise. The Secretariat will post the order of business on the intranet site of the meetings. The bureaux members will also communicate the order of business to their respective regions, which will normally meet from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. each day.

21. The following sections include possible session scheduling of the ordinary and extraordinary meetings for planning purposes. Please note that the schedule could change. Delegations are advised to plan for sessions to take place a day earlier or later than scheduled. 
22. Delegates to the extraordinary and ordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the respective rules of procedure of the three conventions.


A.
Opening of the meetings and the first simultaneous session of the extraordinary meetings




Sunday, 28 April 2013, morning session and start of the afternoon session

23. On the morning of Sunday, 28 April 2013, the President of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, Mr. Franz Perrez (Switzerland), will open the eleventh ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention and the second extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. The President of the Conference of Parties to the Rotterdam Convention, Ms. Magdalena Balicka (Poland), will then open the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention and the second extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention, followed by the President of the Conference of Parties to the Stockholm Convention, Mr. Osvaldo Álvarez-Pérez (Chile), who will open the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention and the second extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention.

24. The presidents of the conferences of the parties have agreed that, at any given time, only one President will chair the sessions of the simultaneous ordinary meetings and the simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the three conventions, on behalf of all three presidents. The chairing of sessions will be distributed among the three presidents. 
25. The extraordinary meetings will first adopt the agenda for the meetings
 and consider the credentials of representatives.
 A representative of the Secretariat will introduce the matter and, in accordance with the respective rules of procedure of the three conferences of the parties,
 each Bureau will examine the credentials of representatives and report to the conferences of the parties during the meetings.
 The introduction will cover credentials for the ordinary and extraordinary meetings.
26. Following the consideration of credentials, the conferences of the parties will agree on the organization of work of the meetings.
 They may wish to briefly consider in plenary issues related to item 4 of the provisional agenda, on enhancing cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, with regard to matters for consideration or action by the conferences of the parties and decide to establish a joint contact group that could meet as required throughout the two‑week period to prepare a draft omnibus decision on enhancing cooperation and coordination among the three conventions covering these issues. For this discussion, the topic of enhancing cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions is contained in documents UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/2 and its addenda, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/3 and in related information documents.
 The draft omnibus decision will be considered at the second simultaneous session of the extraordinary meetings, to be held on Friday, 10 May 2013. 

27. The conferences of the parties may also wish to request the synergies group to consider UNEP Governing Council decision 27/12 on chemicals and waste management, which invites parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions to use their extraordinary meetings in 2013 to consider steps that would facilitate possible future cooperation and coordination with the Minamata Convention on Mercury and to forward any outcome of that consideration to the conference of plenipotentiaries. This could include preparation of a draft decision text on this issue to be included in the draft omnibus decision. 

28. Given that the joint activities for the biennium 2014–2015, the budget for joint activities and possible necessary amendments to the budget of the three conventions for the biennium 2014–2015 (item 4 (c) of the provisional agenda) are an integral part of the budgets of the three conventions, the Secretariat will provide an introduction to the overall budgets of the three conventions. The conferences of the parties may wish to request the joint contact group to also consider the overall budgets for each of the three conventions.

29. At the end of the morning session on Sunday, 28 April 2013, the extraordinary meetings will suspend their sessions in plenary and are expected to reconvene at the morning session on Friday, 10 May 2013, immediately after the closure of the high-level segment.

30. At the beginning of the afternoon session on Sunday, 28 April 2013, the presidents will reconvene the ordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties to adopt the individual agendas for the meetings of each convention (agenda item 2 of the respective provisional agendas).


B.
Simultaneous sessions of the ordinary meetings

31. Following the adoption of their respective agendas, the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions will hold simultaneous sessions of their ordinary meetings, starting with the afternoon session on Sunday, 28 April 2013 and ending with the afternoon session on Monday, 29 April 2013. These sessions will cover cross-cutting issues that correspond to two or more of the conventions, so as to provide an opportunity to share lessons learned and best practices that can be applied across the conventions and which relate to the agenda items pertaining to technical assistance, financial resources, compliance, national reporting and waste issues related to persistent organic pollutants. To respect the legal autonomy of the three conventions, no decisions will be taken during the simultaneous ordinary sessions. 
32. Although agenda items will be introduced during the simultaneous sessions of the ordinary meetings, decisions on those issues will not be taken until the individual sessions of the ordinary meetings are held at a later date during the two-week period. An exception could be the establishment of contact groups, if needed, to prepare draft decisions for consideration during the individual sessions of the ordinary meetings they apply to. 

Sunday, 28 April 2013, remainder of the afternoon session

33. At the afternoon session on Sunday, 28 April 2013, the conferences of the parties will consider the issues of technical assistance and financial resources. The discussion on technical assistance will begin with an introduction of the respective technical assistance documents UNEP/CHW.11/15, UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.6/15 and UNEP/POPS/COP.6/18 and a general discussion on how best practices and lessons learned for the implementation of each of the three conventions could be best shared and put into practice among the three conventions. This will be followed by a more focused discussion on issues related to the Basel Convention and Stockholm Convention regional centres, outlined in documents UNEP/CHW.11/5 and UNEP/POPS/COP.6/19 and their addenda.
34. Following technical-assistance-related matters, the discussion in plenary will then focus on financial resources. Since the Stockholm Convention is the only one of the three conventions that has a financial mechanism, the discussion will begin with consideration of Stockholm Convention-specific issues, followed by discussions on how to extend best practices and lessons learned from the financial mechanism of the Stockholm Convention to the efforts to promote sustainable financing under the Basel and Rotterdam conventions. 
35. For the first part of the discussion, the topic of the Stockholm Convention financial mechanism is contained in documents UNEP/POPS/COP.6/20 and its addendum, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/21, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/22, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/23, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/24, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/25 and in related information documents.
 Parties are encouraged to express their views on issues and the possible action contained in those documents. Parties may also wish to identify key elements of relevance for ensuring sustainable, predictable, adequate and accessible financing for all three conventions. 
36. The second part of the discussions will then focus on matters related to sustainable financing under the Basel and Rotterdam conventions, as described in documents UNEP/CHW.11/19, UNEP/CHW.11/INF/25 and UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.6/14. Parties are encouraged to provide their views and experience on how the synergies process can support conventions that lack a financial mechanism to attain the objective of achieving sustainable financing. The ensuing discussion could be based, among other things, on the key elements identified in the first part of the discussion on the Stockholm Convention financial mechanism. 



Monday, 29 April 2013, morning session

37. At the morning session on Monday, 29 April 2013, the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions will hold simultaneous sessions on the issue of compliance. Since the Basel Convention is the only one of the three conventions that has an established compliance mechanism, the discussions will begin with consideration of Basel Convention‑specific issues, as described in documents UNEP/CHW.11/10 and its addendum, UNEP/CHW.11/11, UNEP/CHW.11/INF/14 and UNEP/CHW.11/INF/18. This discussion will be followed by discussions on best practices and lessons learned from the Basel Convention compliance mechanism and whether they could inform efforts to establish compliance mechanisms under the Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. Parties will have the opportunity to provide their views, experience and any other relevant information.
38.  This will be followed by consideration of the possible establishment of a compliance mechanism under the Stockholm Convention, as described in document UNEP/POPS/COP.6/29. Finally, the possible establishment of a compliance mechanism under the Rotterdam Convention, as described in document UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.6/13, will be considered.



Monday, 29 April 2013, afternoon session

39. At the afternoon session on Monday, 29 April 2013, the conferences of the parties to the Basel and Stockholm conventions will consider national reporting and waste issues related to persistent organic pollutants. The first part of the session will consist of a general discussion on national reporting, with a focus on efforts in streamlining the reporting systems of the Basel and Stockholm conventions and possible approaches to improving response rates. The general discussion will be followed by specific consideration of the matters related to reporting under the Stockholm Convention, as described in document UNEP/POPS/COP.6/26 and its addendum, and national reporting under the Basel Convention, as described in document UNEP/CHW.11/13.  

40. The second part of the afternoon session will be on waste issues related to persistent organic pollutants. The session will begin with a general discussion of the cooperation between the Basel and Stockholm conventions on waste issues related to persistent organic pollutants, specifically in updating the technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing, or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants to include newly listed persistent organic pollutants. Parties are encouraged to provide their views on the promotion and sharing of expertise and information and experiences between the Basel and Stockholm conventions in addressing waste issues related to persistent organic pollutants, while ensuring the continuity of such cooperation. The general discussion will be followed by specific consideration of the matters related to the technical guidelines for environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants, as described in document UNEP/CHW.11/7 and its addendum. This will be followed by consideration of the matters related to measures to reduce or eliminate releases from wastes under the Stockholm Convention, as described in document UNEP/POPS/COP.6/14.    

41. The simultaneous sessions of the ordinary meetings will be suspended at the end of the afternoon session on Monday, 29 April 2013. As presented in the tentative schedule for the meetings,
 each individual ordinary meeting of the conferences of the parties will then meet sequentially.

C.
Sessions of the ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention

42. Sessions of the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention will be held from the beginning of the morning plenary of Tuesday, 30 April 2013 until the afternoon plenary of Thursday, 2 May 2013.


Tuesday, 30 April 2013, morning session

43. The Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention will first consider organizational matters (item 3 of the provisional agenda): election of officers and organization of work and report on credentials. The discussion on organization of work will be limited since the organization of work for the whole of the two‑week period would have already been covered during the first session of the simultaneous sessions of the extraordinary meeting of the conferences of the parties. However, there will be some matters specific to the ordinary meeting. The Conference of the Parties will elect officers, who will not begin their terms of office until immediately after the closure of the meeting. The Conference of the Parties will then hear a brief reminder of the approval process for credentials of representatives. The report on credentials for the ordinary meeting will be expected during the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013, for consideration and approval by the Conference of the Parties. 
44. The Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention will then consider matters related to the Rules of Procedures (item 4 of the provisional agenda), followed by the programme of work and budget for the biennium 2014–2015 (item 6 of the provisional agenda). Since the overall budget would have already been introduced at the extraordinary meetings on Sunday, 28 April 2013, and a joint group would have been established to prepare, among other things, a draft decision on the programme of work and budget for the Stockholm Convention for consideration by the ordinary meeting at a later date during the two-week period, the Secretariat will make a brief introduction outlining the budget documents that relate to the Stockholm Convention.



Tuesday, 30 April 2013, afternoon session, to Thursday, 2 May 2013, morning session
45. The Conference of the Parties will then consider matters related to the implementation of the Stockholm Convention (item 5 of the provisional agenda), which cover the main substantive issues under the Convention, and other matters (item 8 of the provisional agenda). This discussion is expected to begin during the morning session on Tuesday, 30 April 2013 and continue until the end of the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013. 

46. At the start of the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013, the ordinary meetings of conferences of the parties to Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, will meet in a brief simultaneous session to adopt the report of their simultaneous sessions held on the afternoon of Sunday, 28 April 2013 and on Monday 29 April 2013.  The timing of the adoption of the report of those sessions could be changed should the bureaux of the three conferences of the parties so decide.


Thursday, 2 May 2013, afternoon session

47. At the afternoon session on Thursday, 2 May 2013, the Conference of the Parties will take up any outstanding issues under item 5 of the provisional agenda, including adoption of any remaining decisions. The Conference of the Parties may then wish to consider matters related to the venue and date of the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (item 7 of the provisional agenda), followed by the adoption of the report of the meeting (item 9 of the provisional agenda).  

48. The report of the meeting will be considered in the following two parts: 
(a) The L.1 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Sunday, 28 April 2013 and will only include the opening of the ordinary meeting and adoption of its agenda;

(b) The L.1/Add.2 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Tuesday, 30 April, and Wednesday, 1 May 2013.

49. The L.1/Add.1 document covering the simultaneous ordinary sessions of the meetings of the three conferences of the parties on the afternoon of Sunday, 28 April 2013 and on Monday, 29 April 2013, will presumably have been adopted simultaneously by the three ordinary conferences of the parties at a brief simultaneous session held during the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013. In accordance with past practice, the Conference of the Parties may wish to agree that those sections of the report describing the plenary sessions on Thursday, 2 May 2013, the recording of any decisions taken at a later date during the two-week period and the formal closure of the meeting on Friday, 10 May 2013, will be prepared by the Rapporteur, in cooperation with the Secretariat, and incorporated into the final report under the authority of the President.

50. Contact or drafting groups will be established as necessary to consider specific issues. The total number of contact groups meeting at any one time will be limited to ensure that there is adequate opportunity for the interests of all delegations to be factored into the discussions. 

51. The ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention will be suspended at the end of the afternoon session on Thursday, 2 May 2013 and will be reconvened at the start of the afternoon session on Friday, 10 May 2013, on the last day of the two-week period, when it will take up any remaining decisions and close its meeting (item 10 of the provisional agenda).


D.
Sessions of the ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention

52. Sessions of the eleventh ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention will be held from the start of the morning plenary of Friday, 3 May 2013, until the end of the afternoon plenary on Monday, 6 May 2013.  


Friday, 3 May 2013, morning session

53. The Conference of the Parties will first consider organizational matters (item 3 of the provisional agenda): election of officers and organization of work and report on credentials. The discussion on organization of work will be limited since the organization of work for the whole of the two‑week period would have already been covered during the first session of the simultaneous sessions of the extraordinary meeting of the conferences of the parties. However, there will be some matters specific to the ordinary meeting. The Conference of the Parties will elect officers, who will not begin their terms of office until immediately after the closure of the meeting. The Conference of the Parties will then hear a brief reminder of the approval process for credentials of representatives. The report on credentials for the ordinary meeting will be expected during the morning session on Monday, 6 May 2013, for consideration and approval by the Conference of the Parties.

54. The Conference of the Parties will then consider the programme of work and budget (item 5 of the provisional agenda). Given that the overall budget would have already been introduced at the extraordinary meetings on Sunday, 28 April 2013, and a joint group would have been established to prepare, among other things, a draft decision on the programme of work and budget for the Basel Convention for consideration by the ordinary meeting at a later date during the two-week period, the Secretariat will make a brief introduction outlining the budget documents that relate to the Basel Convention.


Friday, 3 May 2013, afternoon session, to Monday, 6 May 2013, morning session (no meetings will be held on Sunday, 5 May 2013)
55. The Conference of the Parties will then consider matters related to the implementation of the Basel Convention (item 4 of the provisional agenda), which cover the main substantive issues under the Convention, and other matters (item 7 of the provisional agenda). This discussion is expected to begin during the morning session on Friday, 3 May 2013, and continue until the end of the morning session on Monday, 6 May 2013.  



Monday, 6 May 2013, afternoon session

56. At the afternoon session of Monday, 6 May 2013, the Conference of the Parties may wish to take up any outstanding issues under item 4 of the provisional agenda, including adoption of any remaining decisions. The Conference of the Parties may then wish to consider the venue and date of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (item 6 of the provisional agenda), followed by the adoption of the report of the meeting (item 8 of the provisional agenda). 

57. The report of the meeting will be taken up in the following two parts:

(a) The L.1 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Sunday, 28 April 2013 and will only include the opening of the ordinary meeting and adoption of its agenda;

(b) The L.1/Add.2 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Friday, 3 May 2013 and Saturday, 4 May 2013.

58. The L.1/Add.1 document covering the simultaneous ordinary sessions of the meetings of the three conferences of the parties on the afternoon of Sunday, 28 April 2013 and on and Monday, 29 April 2013, will presumably have been adopted simultaneously by the three ordinary conferences of the parties at a brief simultaneous session held during the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013. In accordance with past practice, the Conference of the Parties may wish to agree that those sections of the report describing the plenary sessions on Monday, 6 May 2013, the recording of any decisions taken at a later date during the two-week period and the formal closure of the meeting on Friday, 10 May 2013, will be prepared by the Rapporteur in cooperation with the Secretariat, and incorporated into the final report under the authority of the President.

59. Contact or drafting groups will be established as necessary to consider specific issues. The total number of contact groups meeting at any one time will be limited to ensure that there is adequate opportunity for the interests of all delegations to be factored into the discussions. 

60. The ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention will be suspended at the end of the afternoon session on Monday, 6 May 2013, and will be reconvened at the start of the afternoon session on Friday, 10 May 2013, on the last day of the two-week period, when it will take up any remaining decisions and close its meeting (item 9 of the provisional agenda).


E.
Sessions of the ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention
61. Sessions of the sixth ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention will be held from the start of the morning plenary on Tuesday, 7 May 2013, until the end of the afternoon plenary on Thursday, 9 May 2013.


Tuesday, 7 May 2013, morning session
62. The Conference of the Parties will first consider organizational matters (item 3 of the provisional agenda): election of officers, organization of work and report on credentials. The discussion on organization of work will be limited since the organization of work for the whole of the two‑week period would have already been covered during the first session of the simultaneous sessions of the extraordinary meeting of the Conferences of the Parties. However, there will be some matters specific to the ordinary meeting. The Conference of the Parties will elect officers, who will not begin their terms of office until immediately after the closure of the meeting. The Conference of the Parties will then hear a brief reminder of the approval process for credentials of representatives. The report on the credentials of the ordinary meeting is expected during the morning session on Thursday, 9 May 2013, for consideration and approval by the Conference of the Parties.
63. The Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention will then consider matters related to the Rules of Procedures (item 4 of the provisional agenda), followed by the programme of work and budget for the biennium 2014–2015 (item 6 of the provisional agenda). Since the overall budget would have already been introduced during the extraordinary meetings on Sunday, 28 April 2013, and a joint group would have been established to prepare, among other things, a draft decision on the programme of work and budget for the Rotterdam Convention for consideration by the ordinary meeting at a later date during the two-week period, the Secretariat will make a brief introduction outlining the budget documents that relate to the Rotterdam Convention. The Conference of the Parties will then consider matters related to the implementation of the Convention (item 5 of the provisional agenda), which cover the main substantive issues under the Convention.


Tuesday, 7 May 2013, afternoon session, to Thursday, 9 May 2013, morning session

64. The Conference of the Parties will then continue the discussion on matters related to the implementation of the Convention and take up other matters (item 8 of the provisional agenda).  This discussion is expected to begin during the morning session on Tuesday, 7 May 2013 and end during the morning session on Thursday, 9 May 2013. 


Thursday, 9 May 2013, afternoon session

65. At the afternoon session on Thursday, 9 May 2013, following the opening of the high-level segment, the Conference of the Parties will take up any outstanding issues under item 5 of the provisional agenda, including adoption of any remaining decisions. The Conference of the Parties may then wish to consider the venue and date of the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (item 7 of the provisional agenda), followed by the adoption of the report of the meeting (agenda item 9 of the provisional agenda).  
66. The report of the meeting will be taken up in the two following parts:

(a) The L.1 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Sunday, 28 April 2013 and will only include the opening of the ordinary meeting and adoption of its agenda;

(b) The L.1/Add.2 document, which will cover the ordinary session discussion on Tuesday, 7 May and Wednesday, 8 May 2013.

67. The L.1/Add.1 document covering simultaneous ordinary sessions of the meetings of the three conferences of the parties on the afternoon of Sunday, 28 April and on Monday, 29 April 2013, will presumably have been adopted simultaneously by the three ordinary conferences of the parties at a brief simultaneous session held during the morning session on Thursday, 2 May 2013. In accordance with past practice, the Conference of the Parties may wish to agree that those sections of the report describing the plenary sessions on Thursday, 9 May 2013, the recording of any decisions taken at a later date during the two-week period and the formal closure of the meeting on Friday, 10 May 2013, will be prepared by the Rapporteur, in cooperation with the Secretariat, and incorporated into the final report under the authority of the President.
68. Contact or drafting groups will be established as necessary to consider specific issues. The total number of contact groups meetings at any one time will be limited to ensure that there is adequate opportunity for the interests of all delegations to be factored into the discussions. 
69. The ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention will be suspended at the end of the afternoon session on Thursday, 9 May 2013 and will be reconvened at the start of the afternoon session on Friday, 10 May 2013, on the last day of the two-week period, when it will take up any remaining decisions and will close its meeting (items 10 of the provisional agenda). The afternoon session of Thursday, 9 May 2013 will not begin until approximately 4 p.m., following the opening of the high-level segment (see paragraph 70 below).


F.
High-level segment



Thursday, 9 May 2013, afternoon session 
70. The opening of the high-level segment will be held in plenary on the afternoon of Thursday, 9 May 2013, for approximately one hour, followed by a number of ministerial roundtable discussions, held during the remainder of the afternoon session. The roundtable discussions will be held in parallel with the ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Rotterdam Convention.  A ministerial dinner hosted by Switzerland, is also planned for Thursday evening.



Friday, 10 May 2013, first part of the morning session
71.  On the morning of Friday, 10 May 2013, the high-level segment will be held in plenary. The session will be opened with a summary on the outcome of the ministerial roundatbles, which will be followed by an interactive discussion among the ministers on issues raised in the summary. The ministers will also consider agreeing on a possible ministerial statement relating to the theme of the high-level segment.

72. Further details on the high-level segment are provided in document UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/3.


G.
Session of the extraordinary meetings


Friday, 10 May 2013, second part of the morning session

73. On the morning of Friday, 10 May 2013, a session of the extraordinary meetings will be held. It is scheduled to take place immediately after the closure of the high-level segment, but if the ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention completes its work ahead of schedule, the session of the extraordinary meetings could take place during the afternoon session on Thursday, 9 May 2013, immediately after the opening of the high-level segment and in parallel with the ministerial round table discussions. 

74. The conferences of the parties will consider the draft omnibus decision on enhancing cooperation and coordination among the three conventions, prepared by the joint contact group. Since the joint contact group may also have been tasked to prepare the operating budgets for the three conventions, the conferences of the parties may wish to consider and agree on the text for the overall budget of the three conventions with the understanding that formal adoption of the budgets for each convention will be done separately in ordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties later the next day.

75. The conferences of the parties could then consider adopting the report of the extraordinary meetings (item 5 of the provisional agenda). This would only include the L.1 document for the simultaneous sessions of the extraordinary meeting held on the morning of Sunday, 28 April 2013. In accordance with past practice, the conferences of the parties may wish to agree that those sections of the report describing the Friday, 10 May 2013 plenary sessions will be prepared by the Rapporteurs, in cooperation with the Secretariat, and incorporated into the final reports under the authority of the respective President.


H.
Adoption of budgets and any pending decisions and closure of the ordinary and extraordinary meetings




Friday, 10 May 2013, afternoon session 

76.  During the afternoon plenary of Friday, 10 May 2013, sessions of the ordinary meetings of each of the conferences of the parties will be reconvened to adopt their respective budget decisions and any other pending decisions, which they were unable to consider earlier in the two-week period.  Each ordinary conference meeting will be closed.

77. The presidents of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions will then close the second simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions.
	
	
	


( UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/1.


� http://synergies.pops.int/2013COPsExCOPs/Documents/tabid/2915/language/en-US/Default.aspx.


� Paragraph 6 of part II of Annex B to the Stockholm Convention states that, commencing at its first meeting and at least every three years thereafter, the Conference of the Parties shall, in consultation with WHO, evaluate the continued need for DDT. Given that its ordinary meetings are held every two years, the Conference of the Parties decided, as indicated in paragraph 2 of the revised process for DDT reporting, assessment and evaluation, set out in annex I to decision SC-3/2, that an evaluation of the continued need for DDT for disease vector control would be undertaken at each ordinary meeting.


� UNEP/POPS/COP.6/1/Add.1, UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.6/1/Add.1, UNEP/CHW.11/1/Add.1 and UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/1/Add.1.


� Rules of Procedure for the Basel Convention COP: �HYPERLINK "../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail Downloads/www.basel.int/TheConvention/ConferenceoftheParties"��www.basel.int/TheConvention/ConferenceoftheParties� (COP)/RulesofProcedure/tabid/2281/Default.aspx; Rules of Procedure for the Rotterdam Convention COP: �HYPERLINK "../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail Downloads/www.pic.int"��www.pic.int�/TheConvention/ConferenceoftheParties/RulesofProcedure/tabid/2877/language/�en-US/Default.aspx; Rules of Procedure for the Stockholm Convention COP: �HYPERLINK "http://chm.pops.int/Convention/ConferenceoftheParties(COP)/RulesofProcedure/tabid/2411/"�http://chm.pops.int/Convention/ConferenceoftheParties(COP)/RulesofProcedure/tabid/2411/� Default.aspx. 


� ExCOPs: agenda item 2. 


� ExCOPs: agenda item 3 (b); BC COP: agenda item 3 (c); RC COP: agenda item 3 (c); SC COP:  agenda item 3 (c). 


� Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure for the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention; rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure for the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention; rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure for the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention.


� Governments may submit one credentials letter for all meetings that apply.


� ExCOPs: agenda item 3 (a); BC COP: agenda item 3 (b); RC COP: agenda item 3 (b); �SC COP:  agenda item 3 (b).


� See documents UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/5, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/6, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/7, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/8, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/9, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/10, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/11, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/12, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/13, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/14, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/15, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/16, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/17, UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/18 and UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/19.


� Should the sessions of the Rotterdam Convention COP finish earlier, then the ExCOPs session would begin immediately on Thursday afternoon in parallel with the ministerial round table discussions, following the opening of the high-level segment.


� See documents UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/20, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/21, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/22, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/23, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/24, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/25, UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/26, and UNEP/POPS/COP.6/INF/27.


�  UNEP/FAO/CHW/RC/POPS/EXCOPS.2/INF/2.


� As of the date of issuance of this document, the matter of a possible ministerial declaration was still under discussion by the Presidents of the conferences of the parties.
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