














Nature-based Solutions: Definition and Global Standard

Source: IUCN Global Standard for Nature-based Solutions

https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.CH.2020.08.en


IMPACTS

Economic impacts of the 

pandemic have been severe, 

with implications continuing 

over the next several years 

VARIATION

Economic losses due to 

pandemic vary considerably 

across the globe 

COVID-19 Pandemic: Economic 

consequences

Difference in GDP 2020-2024 projections before and after 

the pandemic  (IUCN calculations using IMF data)



Stimulus sources        

Vast majority (80+ percent) of 
the global total economic 

stimulus comes from advanced 
economies. 

Constraints
Developing countries, 

especially low-income, have 
little fiscal space to invest in 

recovery.

Pandemic recovery spending as percentage relative to GDP (in non-health 

sectors; IUCN calculations using World Bank & IMF data)

. 

COVID-19 Pandemic: Unprecedented recovery spending

Policy measures
Global fiscal support to 

stimulate and recover 

economy has reached at least 

USD 17 trillion



GREEN RECOVERY?

Neglecting nature

Only 3% of total long-term 
recovery spending by 

December 2020 (US$ 56 
billion) was directed to natural 

capital measures.

Various measures 

Greening economic recovery 
has been widely recognized 

as a key objective

Positive and 
negative 

Measures directed to 
nature-related sectors 

include both positive and 
negative effects on the 
environment and nature



Creating jobs through restoration: 

Evidence from Central America



Creating jobs 

through 

restoration: 

Evidence from 

El Salvador

50 jobs per US$ million
Restoration created ~50 jobs 
per million dollars invested in 

El Salvador. Low-skill and fast-
implementing jobs well-suited 

to stimulus packages



Creating jobs through restoration: 

Evidence from Central America

Job creation forest landscape restoration, implementation (FTE/ha)



Creating jobs through restoration: 

Evidence  from Central America

Job creation forest landscape restoration, maintenance (FTE/ha)



Women and youth
In Rwanda, landscape 

restoration benefited women 
roughly equally to men. 

Women gained 49% of the 
short-term jobs and 46% of the 

long-term jobs. Youth can 
similarly be targeted. 

Creating jobs 

through 

restoration: 

Evidence from 

Rwanda



Manual vs. 
mechanized 

Job creation varies based on 
specific techniques employed. 

In restoration, a key 
determinant is whether it is 

mechanised or manual. 

Broader benefits

Up to 37% of climate mitigation 
needed by 2030. 85 out of 169
SDG targets are related to the 

environment. Ecosystem 
services add to this. 

Creating jobs 

through 

restoration: 

Evidence from 

Brazil



NbS slide title

For more information, see IUCN Nature-based Recovery Initiative

https://www.iucn.org/about/senior-management/director-general/nature-based-recovery-initiative










GONAÏVES City après
“Hanna hurricane”  en 2008







Video





Traditional sustainable house using 

local materials to respond the climate 

and owner necessity

Prepared by:

Marta Imaculada de Araújo Efi
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