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The time to address the plastic crisis is now. Plastic pollution has become a global concern that requires an
urgent and international response involving all relevant actors at different levels. Ahead of the second segment of
the 5th UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-5.2), the momentum toward the establishment of an international legally
binding instrument was stronger than ever. This report presents insights of the Geneva Beat Plastic Pollution
dialogues - a series of multi-stakeholder dialogues in support of coordinated approaches to address the plastic
crisis - on the key elements to consider in the negotiations toward a global agreement. The dialogues contributed to
raising awareness and the sense of urgency that lead to the adoption, at UNEA 5.2, of a historic mandate to
negotiate an international legally binding instrument to end plastic pollution.
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Major Milestones in the Global Fight Against Plastic Pollution at UNEA
2017

UNEA-3 establishes the Ad-hoc Open-Ended Expert Group on marine litter and
microplastics (AHEG) (UNEP/EA.3/Res.7)

2019

UNEA-4 extends the AHEG mandate (UNEP/EA.4/Res.6)

2020

The AHEG concludes its work ahead of UNEA-5, putting forward a series of possible policy
responses to reduce plastic pollution in marine environments (final report)

2021

Ministerial Conference on Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution (final declaration)
Two draft resolutions are proposed ahead UNEA-5.2 (Rwanda & Peru / Japan)

2022

UNEA-5.2 adopts the resolution: End plastic pollution: towards an international legally binding
instrument (UNEP/EA5/L23/REV.1)

Key Recommendations for a Successful Plastics Agreement
As the world gets ready to negotiate a historical agreement to end plastic pollution, the outcomes and
take-aways from the Geneva Beat Plastic Pollution Dialogues are summarized below to support and
inform the negotiation of an effective treaty.
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The Geneva Beat Plastic Pollution Dialogues
Various actors in Geneva are engaged in rethinking the way we manufacture, use, trade and manage
plastics. The Geneva Beat Plastic Pollution Dialogues aim to facilitate further engagement and discussion
among the stakeholders in Geneva and beyond. In the run-up to UNEA-5, the dialogues presented
achievements by stakeholders, latest research and governance options to address the plastic crisis and
support coordinated approaches that can lead to more efficient decision making.
This report presents the key messages which emerged from the second series of dialogues, held in the
run-up to UNEA-5.2 from August 2021 to February 2022 with representatives from UN and other intergovernmental organizations, Member States, civil society organizations, academia and the private sector.

Partners

Resources

The reports listed below were presented during the second series Geneva Beat Plastic
Pollution Dialogues. Find further resources on the Plastics and the Environment webpage.

A UN Treaty on plastic pollution - White Paper | Ellen MacArthur Foundation | 2021
The business case for a UN treaty on plastic pollution | WWF, Ellen MacArthur Foundation & BCG | 2020
Convention on Plastic Pollution – Toward a new global agreement to address plastic pollution | EIA, CIEL & Gaia | June 2020
The stages of the plastics cycle and their impacts on human rights | SR Toxic Report to UNGA | July 2021
From Pollution to Solution: a global assessment of marine litter and plastic pollution | UNEP | October 2021
Addressing marine litter and microplastics: UN system-wide contributions | UN EMG | 2022
Convention on Plastic Pollution - Essential Elements: Finance | EIA | January 2022
Global agreement to prevent plastic pollution - Exploring financing needs and opportunities | Nordic Council | February 2022
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