






















































Methodology The report and microsite were built with the active participation of EHRDs and 

organisations that support them. 

- Three regional consultations, one for Africa, one for Asia-Pacific and one for Latin 

America and the Caribbean, each with the participation of over 30 EHRDs and 

support organisations at the local and national levels;

- One global consultation with 30 participants, including experts and international 

civil society organisations that work to support EHRDs;

- A global survey, that was made available in English, French and Spanish, which 

received responses from 32 organisations at the national and local levels;

- Over 20 individual and focus groups meetings with EHRDs, experts and support 

organisations from across the world; and 

- Desk-research. 



What we 

mean by 

‘support’ for 
EHRDs

Practices designed to maintain a safe and enabling space for EHRDs, help them address the 

various threats to their human rights and work, and maintain their individual or collective 

wellbeing (including physical, psychosocial and economic), according to their own specific 

contexts and needs. 

Common traits:

- Provided by external actors, but also by peer defenders and EHRDs’ communities. 

- No ‘one-size-fits-all:’ Defenders’ social, economic, political, and cultural context, as well as 
overlapping identities and experiences determine the risks. 

- Support changes with time, to adapt to EHRDs’ evolving circumstances. 

- Good practices are guided by EHRDs (i.e., meaningful participation) and focus on their 

empowerment (access to information is key). 

- Not one single activity: complementarity and coordination are crucial. 



Good 

practices at a 

glance

Three main ways in which support strategies contribute to achieving a safe and

enabling space for EHRDs:

1. Primary prevention. Building and/or maintaining strong institutions for the

protection and defence of the environment and the human rights that depend

upon it (including safeguards to the right to defend human rights);

• Strong human rights and environmental protection standards with

enforcement mechanisms;

• public participation and access to information;

• supportive and respectful stakeholders (including the general public)



Good 

practices at a 

glance

2. Addressing (preventing or responding to) particular situations that affect (violate

or prevent the effective enjoyment of) EHRDs’ human rights, including the right to a

clean, healthy and sustainable environment; and

• Reducing vulnerabilities, increasing resources

• Proactively monitoring threats and implementing security strategies with a

preventative focus

• Responding to threats

• Offering emergency support

3. Securing access to justice and reparation for and non-repetition of violations and

abuses to the human rights of EHRDs, including to their right to a clean, healthy and

sustainable environment.



Microsite
- Search engine



Microsite
- Global Map



Microsite
- Country focus



Microsite
Good practice 

example: 

Colombia



Microsite
- Good practice 

example: 

Afghanistan
















