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Briefing by the INC Executive 
Secretary

Jyoti Mathur-Filipp
Executive Secretary – Secretariat for the INC on Plastic Pollution

GEN Briefing on the Second Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee to Develop an International Legally Binding Instrument on Plastic 
Pollution, Geneva, 27 April 2023



Outline  

1. Timeline INC process
2. Update on preparations for INC-2: registrations, 

logistics, documentation
3. Thematic side events
4. Options paper
5. Webinars



Timeline for the INC process

INC 1 
28 Nov – 2 Dec 

2022

INC 2      
29 May – 2 June 

2023

INC 3 Nov 

13 – 17 Nov 
2023

INC 4

Early April 2024

INC 5 
Oct/Nov 2024

UNEA 6 
week of 26 
Feb 2024
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Hosted by Hosted by Offer to host by Offer to host by Offer to host by

Uruguay, Punta del Este France, Paris Kenya, Nairobi Canada, TBD Republic of Korea, TBD



• Deadline for registrations for INC-2 closes on 28 April 2023

Status of registration (as of 26 April): Total: 1660 delegates

• 147 Member States (491 delegates)

• 488 Stakeholder organization (1074 delegates)

• 15 UN entities (54 delegates)

• 7 IGOs (17 delegates)

• 20 media organizations (24 delegates)

20

INC-2 Registrations



INC-2: Logistics 
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• INC-2 - UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France, 29 May - 2 June 2023 

• venue space limit: 1500 delegates (at any given time within the precinct).
• secondary access cards will be issued. These access cards, in addition to the 
meeting badges, will be required to enter the building. The number of access 
cards per delegation will be determined once registration closes on 28 April.

• Application for travel support for Member States closed on 31 March. 
As of now, 234 delegates from Member States have been approved for funding. 
Regional offices supporting this process.

• Funding deadline for stakeholders ended on 14 April. The secretariat is now 
processing 197 applications for 20 funded spots.



INC-2: Making Paris count

• Critical opportunity for Members to deliberate and 
decide between possible options 

• Discussions will be based on the “options paper” 

• Less time spent on general statements allows 
moving swiftly to negotiating substance 

• Determine mandate for INC-3
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INC-2: Documentation 
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Working documents
• Provisional agenda – UNEP/UNEP/PP/INC.2/2PP/INC.2/1
• Annotated provisional agenda – UNEP/PP/INC.2/1/Add.1
• Scenario note – UNEP/PP/INC.2/2
• Draft rules of procedure – UNEP/PP/INC.2/3
• “Options paper” – UNEP/PP/INC.2/4
Information documents
• UNEA resolution 5/14 – UNEP/PP/INC.2/INF/1
• Note on the conduct of voting – UNEP/PP/INC.2/INF/2
• Dates & venues of subsequent INC sessions – UNEP/PP/INC.2/INF/3
• Additional information linked to the options for the potential elements 

towards an international legally binding instrument -
UNEP/PP/INC.2/INF/4



Thematic side events during INC-2 
1:30-2:45 pm daily from Monday 29 May to Thursday 1 June 2023
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Date No. Theme

Monday
29 May

1 Promoting sustainable consumption and production of plastics
2 Oceans and the marine environment, including transport, ghost fishing gears, dumping, pellet 

loss, and impacts on biodiversity
3 The role of trade measures in the future instrument: challenges and opportunities

Tuesday
30 May

4 Monitoring the situation and monitoring the progress of the future instrument: 
objectives/targets and their associated baselines, indicators, and timelines.

5 Plastic pollution, toxicity, chemicals, and potential risks to human health
6 Means of implementation, including resource mobilization and financial mechanism

Wednesday
31 May

7 Microplastic: understanding the challenge and its impacts
8 Promoting circular economy to retain plastics in the economy and out of the environment, 

including innovation and expanding the share of circular plastics
9 Enabling change at local, national, and regional levels

Thursday
1 June

10 Promoting environmentally sound management of plastic waste, including collection, sorting, 
and recycling, and consideration of investments

11 Existing plastic pollution: Challenges of SIDs and remote communities
12 Socio-economic considerations in the transition to circular approaches to plastic, including 

human rights approaches and inclusion of the informal waste sector



“Options Paper” UNEP/PP/INC.2/4  

• For INC-2, Secretariat, in consultation with the INC Chair, was asked to prepare a document 
with potential options for elements towards an international legally binding instrument:

• Based on a comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastics as 
called for by UNEA resolution 5/14, 

• Including identifying the objective, substantive provisions including core obligations, 
control measures, and voluntary approaches, implementation measures, and means of 
implementation

• A call for written submissions was launched and the secretariat received 67 written 
submissions from Member States and 176 written submissions from stakeholders.

• Options paper is based on Member States’ views during INC-1 and their written 
submissions. Members’ positions were informed by stakeholders’ written submissions and 
the stakeholder webinars. 



“Options Paper” UNEP/PP/INC.2/4  

Technical briefing webinar with detailed presentation on 
the options paper, will be held tomorrow (Friday, 28 April, 
15:00 - 16:00 EAT)

To register, visit: INC-2 webpage > Events

https://www.unep.org/events/conference/second-session-
intergovernmental-negotiating-committee-develop-
international/events

https://www.unep.org/events/conference/second-session-intergovernmental-negotiating-committee-develop-international/events


Technical webinars in the lead-up of INC-2
A total of six webinars will be held in the lead-up to INC-2 to inform discussions at 
INC-2. The webinars will be in English. To register, visit INC-2 webpage > Events.

• Webinar 1: Technical briefing on the Potential Options for Elements document  
(Friday, 28 April, 15:00 - 16:00 EAT)

• Webinar 2: Science informing decision-making (Thursday, 4 May, 16:00 - 17:30 
EAT)

• Webinar 3: Technical briefing on the organization of work at INC-2 (Monday, 8 
May, 16:00 – 17:00 EAT)

• Webinar 4: Control measures for sustainable consumption and production 
(Wednesday, 10 May, 14:00 - 15:30 EAT)

• Webinar 5: Means of implementation, with a special focus on resource 
mobilization & financial mechanisms (Thursday, 11 May, 14:00 - 15:30 EAT)

• Webinar 6: Promoting a circular economy to reduce the size of the problem: a 
focus on Extended Producer Responsibility and addressing plastic waste 
(Tuesday, 16 May, 13:00 - 14:30 EAT)
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Thank you
For questions and queries, please write to:

unep-incplastic.secretariat@un.org

jyoti.mathur-filipp@un.org
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1.Logistics

33 27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs



Date and place of INC-2

34 27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs
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• Place: UNESCO Headquarters

• Date : Monday, May 29 to Friday, June 

2, 2023, preceded by regional 

consultations on Sunday May 28

27/04/2023

Date and place of INC-2

Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs



Registrations
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• Registration deadline: April 28, 2023

• No delegation size limit for states

• Non-state actors will be limited to 5 representatives per delegation

• However, on site, a maximum capacity of 1500 delegates

• (Overflow) Badges will be distributed and required to enter the building

27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs



Visas: applications before April 28, 2023

37 27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs



2. INC-2 success criteria

38 27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs



A springboard for INC-3
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• France hopes that INC-2 will allow for progress on procedural aspects: 

• Adoption of the rules of procedure

• Nomination or election of the INC Bureau

• Decision on the location and dates of the next INCs

• It is necessary to move forward on the substance of the negotiations.

• Without wishing to pre-empt the negotiations at INC-2, a satisfactory outcome would be to 

adopt a decision that would allow for a first draft of the agreement text for INC-3.

• To this end, the document "potential elements of the agreement“ that has been published 

recently, is essential.

27/04/2023Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs













































Scientists’ Coalition for an 
Effective Plastics Treaty

Bethanie Carney Almroth, PhD
Professor of Ecotoxicology and Environmental Sciences, Plastics expert
University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

Geneva Environment Network Plastic Pollution INC-2 Briefing
27 April 2023 61



Our goal: 
To achieve an effective global plastics treaty 
centered on and around evidence-based 
decision making based on the best available 
science, pursuant to UNEA Resolution 5/14.

Objective 1: To mobilise a diverse international and 
multidisciplinary network of scientific experts to engage with 
and provide evidence to government delegations throughout 
treaty negotiations.

Objective 2: To identify, analyse and address biases, 
misunderstandings or misrepresentations that may be 
promoted in attempts to weaken the new global framework.
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https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/39764/END%20PLASTIC%20POLLUTION%20-%20TOWARDS%20AN%20INTERNATIONAL%20LEGALLY%20BINDING%20INSTRUMENT%20-%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


~ 200 members

~ 45 nationalities
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Commentaries…

Beware the false hope of recycling
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INC-1 in Uruguay



Activities …
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❖ Review of background documents and scientific
syntheses to the negotiation process. 

o Compass report reviewed by 30 scientists, >300 comments

o Raised issues with scoping of the documents (emphasizing
systems perspectives)

❖ Participation and representation in webinars
and side-events relating to the Plastics Treaty.

❖ Engagement with government delegates on 
scientific questions.

❖ Mobilisation of scientific experts for the Plastics 
Treaty, coordinating for INC-2.



The road to Paris…

UNEP and the INC welcome participation of 
scientists…

BUT

Academic institutions cannot become 
accredited to UNEP (they often do not 
fulfill non-profit and nongovernmental 
requirements)

So academics struggle to get to the 
meetings and attend under a different 
affiliation. 

?? Transparency ?? Credibility
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Moving forward …

❖ Working groups
o Chemicals and Polymers
o Bioplastics and Biodegradable plastics

o Circular Economy

o Chemical Recycling
o Effective national and global indicators, 

monitoring, and reporting

❖ Engaging in discussions around the 
formation of a Science Advisory Board
o For the negotiation process?
o Incorporated into the treaty?

❖ Conflicts of Interest

o False solutions

o Regrettable substitutions

o Green washing -> Business as usual

Photo: Francois Galgani



69

Scientific Advisory Board

❖ 42% of the national submissions to INC call for the 
establishment of a science body.

❖ Intermin Science Advisory Mechanism
o respond ad hoc to information requests of parties with 

regards to scientific questions,
o provide peer reviews of and feedback on relevant INC 

documents at the request of parties or the Secretariat,

o contribute science documents at the request of parties 
or the Secretariat,

o suggest experts from the larger scientific community to 
take part in events related to the INC process.

❖ Experts, PhD or equivalent, active research 
programs, previous experience in expert groups, 
nominations (by MS, INC, Scientist Coalition(?))

o environmental economics and engineering,
o environmental sciences, 

o life sciences

o material sciences
o social sciences and humanities,

o indigenous scientists. 

❖ Yet to be determined  – Mandate, participants, funding model, support staff (coordinator, facilitator, communicator) 

❖ Going forward  - Science advisory mechanism in The Plastics Treaty? SPP?
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Conflicts of interest
o Impares objectivity
o Creates unfair advantages

Common tactics:
o To misrepresent information 

o To criticize scientific study design to highlight shortcomings

o To discredit the authors of the study

o To provide misleading literature, organize/fund conferences, exploit 
scientific illiteracy

o To publish misinformation using consulting companies that 
specialize in supporting the private interests

o To hide the sources of funding for research

o To use exaggerated and misrepresentative language

o To influence government agencies and legislation by gaining undue 
proximity to regulators and policymakers, i.e. lobbying..

→ Challenge the problem
→ Challenge the cause
→ Challenge the messenger
→ Challenge the solutions 

Muddy the waters, create doubt, 
delay real action

Disclosure 
statements



Get in touch: 

Scientists.coalition@ikhapp.org

Twitter.com/ScientistsCoa

www.scientistscoalition.org

bethanie.carney@bioenv.gu.se

@BCarneyAlmroth
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Thank you!

Find us at INC-2

mailto:Scientists.coalition@ikhapp.org
http://www.scientistscoalition.org/

































