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Global Chemicals Outlook II - Generating and sharing knowledge

The global goal to minimize adverse impacts of chemicals and waste will not be achieved by 2020. Solutions exist, 
but more ambitious worldwide action by all stakeholders is urgently required. 

4. Benefits of action

7. Significant resources can be saved by sharing
knowledge

10. Global knowledge gaps can be filled

5. Progress of International treaties and voluntary 
instruments has been uneven
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Welcomed the 
publication of Global 
Chemicals Outlook II

▪ Sub paragraph (e): Follow trends in the design, production, use and release of 
chemicals and the generation of waste in order to identify issues of concern for 
future editions of the Global Chemicals Outlook and the Global Waste Management 
Outlook and catalyse sound management actions; 

▪ “Prepare, by 30 April 2020, a report on matters in which emerging evidence 
indicates a risk to human health and the environment, identified by the Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management, the Global Chemicals Outlook 
and under subparagraph (e) above, including an analysis of existing regulatory and 
policy frameworks and their ability to address those matters in the achievement of 
the 2020 goal, in particular for lead and cadmium” 



Issues of concern from the Assessment report

Chapter 3 – Issues of Concern 
under SAICM

Chapter 4 – Issues of Concern 
identified by GCO-II

1. Chemicals in products (CiP) 

2. Endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs)  

3. Environmentally persistent pharmaceutical pollutants 
(EPPPs) 

4. Hazardous substances within the life cycle of 
electrical and electronic products (HSLEEP)

5. Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs)

6. Lead in paint 

7. Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials 

8. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) and the 
transition to safer alternatives. 

1. Arsenic

2. Bisphenol A (BPA)

3. Cadmium

4. Glyphosate 

5. Lead 

6. Intentionally Added Microplastics  in 
Products 

7. Neonicotinoids 

8. Organotins

9. Phthalates 

10. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 

11. Triclosan



Issues of concern from the Assessment report
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2 Welcomed the Issues 
report, urged member 
states and invited 
other stakeholders to 
take further action.

▪ Seek views from Member States and other stakeholders, while ensuring sufficient 
time for their consideration, on priorities for further work, building on existing 
measures and initiatives, and on potential further international action on the issues 
discussed in the Assessment Report on Issues of Concern, and in particular on
those issues identified in the Global Chemicals Outlook II and 

▪ to prepare a summary analysis, taking into account the views received for 
consideration by the Environment Assembly and by other international bodies, 
including the International Conference on Chemicals Management, as appropriate
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the 2020 goal, in particular for lead and cadmium” 



Consultation process to address the UNEA resolution 5/7

Timeline

Launch call for written
inputs and GEN Event: 
Tackling Future Priorities

Global Consultation on 
Issues of Concern

Information sharing 
webinar

April

June

July

Sep

Timeline cont.

UNEA 6

Summary analysis on 
issues of concern

Initial summary of views to 
inform ICCM5

Sep-
Dec

Feb
2024

▪ Assessment Report on Issues of Concern +

Annexes

▪ Catalogue of International Actions on Chemicals and

Waste

▪ Fact sheets on Issues of concern

▪ SAICM Survey on emerging policy issues and other

issues of concern

Available resources online

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/assessment-report-issues-concern-chemicals-and-waste-issues-posing-risks-human
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/33809/IOCA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/42661/Catalogue_chemicals_waste.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/42661/Catalogue_chemicals_waste.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/resources/factsheet/assessment-report-issues-concern-factsheets
http://www.saicm.org/Portals/12/documents/EPI/221216_SAICM_EPIs_IoC_survey_report_final_for%20posting.pdf
http://www.saicm.org/Portals/12/documents/EPI/221216_SAICM_EPIs_IoC_survey_report_final_for%20posting.pdf


The 19 Issues of Concern

Issues of Concern under SAICM Issues of Concern identified by GCO-II

1. Chemicals in products (CiP) 

2. Endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs)  

3. Environmentally persistent pharmaceutical pollutants 
(EPPPs) 

4. Hazardous substances within the life cycle of electrical 
and electronic products (HSLEEP)

5. Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs)

6. Lead in paint 

7. Nanotechnology and manufactured nanomaterials 

8. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) and the 
transition to safer alternatives. 

1. Arsenic

2. Bisphenol A (BPA)

3. Cadmium

4. Glyphosate 

5. Lead 

6. Intentionally Added Microplastics in Products 

7. Neonicotinoids 

8. Organotins

9. Phthalates 

10. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 

11. Triclosan















Chemicals and Waste Issues of Concern: 
Tackling Future Priorities

Prioritizing Issues of Concern: Which of these are critical to address now?

Waste and Hazardous Substances Management Division,
Pollution Control Department, Thailand



Prioritizing Issues of Concern: Which of these are critical to address now?

• UNEP Assessment Report on Issues of Concern: Chemicals and 
Waste Issues Posing Risks to Human Health and the Environment

• Highlighting our “Issues of Concern” 
- chemicals in products (CiP) 
- hazardous substances in the life cycle of electrical and 

electronic products (HSLEEP)



BCG model



Action Plan on Solid Waste Management phase 2 (2022 - 2027)

The Cabinet acknowledged the plan 
on 1 November 2022. 

2

3

Waste Management at Source
• Eco Design Environmentally friendly products. 
• Extended Producer Responsibility. (EPR)
• Behavior and lifestyle changed.
• Develop a system or model that encourages people to separate 
waste at sources.

Increase efficiency on waste disposal system 
• Promote and upgrade waste disposal sites. 
• Encourage the private sector to invest in waste management. 
• Strict control on waste disposal operations and including industrial 
waste disposal operations. 

• Determine guidelines for new emerging waste management.

Development of Waste Management Tools
• Development of related laws promoting circular economy, especially EPR law. 
• Driving legislation on management of electronic waste.
• Encourage all local governments to issue local ordinances for 
segregation at sources.

• R&D to support waste management.

Measure 1

Measure 2

Measure 3
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