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ICCM5 President: “While more work is needed, I feel stimulated by this 
“Nairobi spirit” and more than ever I am convinced that collectively we will 
create a powerful international framework that further generates multi-
sectoral and stakeholder commitment and collaboration to deliver 
concrete action integrated across sectors and value chains”

The delegates welcomed the revised consolidated text presented on Friday 3 March 2023 
as a significant achievement but agreed to the IP Co-Chairs proposal to re-adjourn the 
Intersessional Process Meeting and reconvene two days before ICCM5 in Bonn, Germany 
on 23 and 24 September 2023, to finalize the Intersessional Process work.
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• The fifth session of the International Conference for Chemicals Management (ICCM 5) and its high-level segment will 
take place In Bonn between 25- 29 September 2023. There will be two days of a resumed IP4 meeting just prior to 
ICCM5 and regional meetings on 21 and 22 September.

• Capacity building, stocktaking, and measurability structure appear within reach during discussion in Bonn in 
September 2023 to adopt the global framework instrument.

• Significant work will be required on targets and financial considerations, still filled with bracketed text, to reach 
consensus. 

• These are the two areas in the “Beyond 2020” framework instrument where ambition is needed and can have the most 
impact. ICCM5 information and meeting documents are available at ICCM5 website: Fifth session of the International 
Conference for Chemicals Management (ICCM5) | SAICM.

• IP4 meeting documents are available at the dedicated SAICM webpage: Fourth Intersessional meeting (saicm.org).

ICCM5
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https://staging.saicm.org/events/iccm5
https://staging.saicm.org/events/iccm5
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Is expected to:

• Provide the framework instrument for chemicals and waste pillar of planetary crisis through a unique multi-stakeholder 

and multi-sectoral engagement. It holds significant potential in scaling up collective and whole of society actions 

reaching out to key sectoral ministries beyond environment ones.

• It is also conceived to bring in circular approaches, lifecycle thinking, and benefits valuable to other agendas such as 

biodiversity, climate, human rights.

• Create an opportunity and incentives for enhanced action and engagement of key stakeholders in key economic industry 

sectors and value chains by stimulating action within and across sectors, in companies, groups of companies, and 

through associations.

• Mobilize adequate and innovative financing on the road to transformation for greener, cleaner and more sustainable 

solutions. 

BEYOND 2020 FRAMEWORK INSTRUMENT
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• High-Level Segment of the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM5) will take 

place 28 - 29 of September 2023 at the World Conference Centre in Bonn, Germany. 

• The High-Level Segment will lay the political foundation for ambitious commitments to address global chemicals and 

waste impacts in the context of the complex challenges of our time. 

• In recognition of the multi-sectoral relevance of global chemicals and waste management, high level participants 

from all stakeholders and sectors, including but not limited to agriculture, development, environment, foreign affairs, 

health, industry, and labour will be welcome.

• Important expected outcomes of the High-Level Segment include a High-Level Declaration, as well as stakeholder 

pledges, commitments and partnerships to implement the new framework instrument.

• Thematic Roundtables will feature dialogues among high-level stakeholders on important aspects of implementing 

the new framework instrument and High-Level Declaration. 

• More information on the High –Level Segment and the round tables is available at the dedicated High-Level Segment 

webpage: ICCM5 | SAICM

ICCM 5 High-Level Segment
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Consultations ahead of IP4.3 a

13, 14 and 17 July 2023

IP Co-Chairs virtual 
briefings on the process for 

preparing non-papers

Early September 2023 

IP Co-Chairs virtual 
briefings to present non 

papers

21-22 September 2023 

In person Regional 
meetings, Germany

• On 22-23 June 2023, the ICCM5 Bureau agreed that the Co-Chairs, in cooperation with co-facilitators and the secretariat, 
develop non-papers. The non-papers aim to propose text to facilitate the achievement of consensus at IP4.3. 

• The following non-papers were published on 11 August 2023 on the SAICM website: Fourth Intersessional meeting 
(saicm.org):

• Non-paper on Strategic Objectives and Targets,
• Non-paper on Financial considerations, Financial Arrangements and Capacity Building,
• Non-paper on Measurability structure.

• The IP4 consolidated document that remains the basis of discussion at the resumed IP4 meeting in Bonn is available as a 
stand-alone document (SAICM/IP.4/12), together with other IP4 documents at the SAICM webpage: Fourth Intersessional 
meeting (saicm.org). 21

Consultations ahead of IP4.3 and ICCM5 meetings

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saicm.org%2FBeyond2020%2FIntersessionalProcess%2FFourthIntersessionalmeeting%2Ftabid%2F8226%2Flanguage%2Fen-US%2FDefault.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Crafal.brykowski%40un.org%7C897be2dffc53454d3ff108db9cce7014%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638276182687487933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omqsKy00v%2FmlpkrdP%2FuqpzbyxaQjR95LgZyS5qoAwko%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saicm.org%2FBeyond2020%2FIntersessionalProcess%2FFourthIntersessionalmeeting%2Ftabid%2F8226%2Flanguage%2Fen-US%2FDefault.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Crafal.brykowski%40un.org%7C897be2dffc53454d3ff108db9cce7014%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638276182687487933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omqsKy00v%2FmlpkrdP%2FuqpzbyxaQjR95LgZyS5qoAwko%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saicm.org%2FBeyond2020%2FIntersessionalProcess%2FFourthIntersessionalmeeting%2Ftabid%2F8226%2Flanguage%2Fen-US%2FDefault.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Crafal.brykowski%40un.org%7C897be2dffc53454d3ff108db9cce7014%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638276182687487933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omqsKy00v%2FmlpkrdP%2FuqpzbyxaQjR95LgZyS5qoAwko%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saicm.org%2FBeyond2020%2FIntersessionalProcess%2FFourthIntersessionalmeeting%2Ftabid%2F8226%2Flanguage%2Fen-US%2FDefault.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Crafal.brykowski%40un.org%7C897be2dffc53454d3ff108db9cce7014%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638276182687487933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omqsKy00v%2FmlpkrdP%2FuqpzbyxaQjR95LgZyS5qoAwko%3D&reserved=0


*OFFICIAL USE ONLY

• Registration status: as of 22 August 2023, we have received almost 520 registrations for the regional, IP4.3 and 

ICCM5 meetings, with around 50% of registrations coming from the governmental sector.

• An explanatory video has been produced by the SAICM Secretariat to support ICCM5 credentials, accreditations and 

visa processes. It is available at the ICCM5 website: Fifth session of the International Conference for Chemicals 

Management (ICCM5) | SAICM

• The Secretariat and the ICCM5 Presidency completed the process for identifying ICCM5 exhibitions and informed the 

selected stakeholders accordingly.

• Due to the large number of requests received to hold a side event during ICCM5, and the limited number of slots 

available, the SAICM Secretariat is getting back to those stakeholders, who submitted their requests, during the week 

of 21 August 2023. 

ICCM5 and IP4.3 logistic information
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Follow us @ChemandWaste

#ICCM5 #Beyond2020 
#SAICM

http://www.saicm.org
saicm.chemicals@un.org

United Nations Environment

Chemin des Anémones 11-13

CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva

Switzerland
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Briefing on the Fifth Session of the International 
Conference on Chemicals Management

Susan Wilburn, BsNursing, MPH

Health Care Without Harm



The SAICM objective:  

“to achieve the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle so that, by 
2020, chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of 
significant adverse effects on human health and the environment”,

has not been met in large part to the lack of resources for its implementation

44



SAICM Health Sector Strategy for strengthening the engagement of the health sector in the implementation of SAICM, 

2013  

– emphasizes the need to fully engage the health sector

– encourages the health sector to take full advantage of SAICM arrangements 

– recognizes the importance of regional health & environment ministerial processes as 
springboards for effective inter-sectoral action 

– calls upon the health sector to actively participate in actions to implement ICCM decisions 
with respect of identified emerging policy issues
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World Health Assembly requests WHO Roadmap:

. . . in consultation with Member States 

and other relevant stakeholders, a road 

map outlining concrete actions to 

enhance health sector engagement 

towards meeting the 2020 goal and 

contributing to relevant targets of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.

To present the roadmap to the 70th WHA 

in May 2017
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The impact of chemicals, waste and

pollution on human health WHAA76 2023

⚫ Cosponsors: Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, 

European Union and its Member States, Mexico, 

Monaco, Peru, Switzerland and Uruguay

– (1) strengthen implementation of the WHO 

Global Strategy on Health, Environment and 

Climate and the WHO Road Map to enhance 

the engagement of the health sector in the 

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management towards the 2020 goal and 

beyond, taking a health-in-all policies 

approach;

– (2) support WHO in scaling up work on 

plastics and health to enable better information 

of the potential human health impacts 

associated with plastic, including plastic 

pollution, with the aim of strengthening the 

public health aspects,

– (3) encourage the health sector to 

strengthen partnerships and 

collaborative efforts to develop and 

update regulatory frameworks, 

including the harmonization of 

protocols for national human 

biomonitoring and surveillance 

programmes particularly for 

chemicals of concern such as 

cadmium, lead, mercury, highly 

hazardous pesticides and endocrine 

disrupting chemicals (EDCs);
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WHA (cont)

– 4) further explore, recognize and act on the 

linkages between chemicals, waste and pollution 

and other health priorities at the domestic and 

international levels, such as maternal and child 

health, antimicrobial resistance, and the 

importance of identifying, preventing and 

addressing environmentally related disease in 

Universal Health Coverage;

– (5) engage in the ad hoc open-ended working 

group established by United Nations Environment 

Assembly decision 5/8 to prepare proposals for the 

science-policy panel to contribute further to the 

sound management of chemicals and waste and 

prevent pollution, particularly with regard to 

inclusion of health aspects and participation of the 

health sector in the eventual panel; 

– (6) recognize the importance 

of science-based domestic 

regulation of highly 

hazardous pesticides, in 

efforts to reduce adverse 

occupational health effects, 

exposure of children, and the 

consequences of highly 

hazardous pesticides on 

human health and diseases, 

including to address suicide 

and neurological disorders



G20 August 2023

• “We commit to prioritizing climate-resilient 

health systems development, building 

sustainable and low-carbon/low greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emission health systems and 

healthcare supply chains that deliver high-

quality healthcare, mobilize resources for 

resilient, low-carbon sustainable health 

systems and facilitate collaboration, including 

initiatives such as the WHO-led Alliance for 

Transformative Action on Climate and Health 

(ATACH).”



Health sector civil society and ICCM5
Maintain and strengthen

– Dubai Declaration (2006)

• Adherence to a 
Precautionary approach

• Require Polluters to pay 
– extended producer 
responsibility

– Maintain existing Issues of 
Concern and Emerging Policy 
Issues with criteria for 
measuring progress and 
advancing issues to legally 
binding

– Measure progress towards 
objectives

– Support national focal points 
to work collaboratively with 
sectors

• Friends of the co-chairs work 

on Principles and Approaches 

to plenary for deliberation and 

adoption

• Improve gender, social equity, 
human rights and (multi-sectoral) 
participation in governance

• Focus on primary prevention to 
eliminate hazardous chemicals, 
including worker protection

• Explicitly refer to the WHO Roadmap 
on Chemicals and ILO’s inclusion of 
Occupational Safety and Health as a 
Fundamental Principle and Right

• Support transparency of chemicals in 
products

• Recognize the cost of inaction







ICCM5:
The 2020 Goal
2023 Reality
ICCM5 Expectations

Gohar Khojayan
Communication Specialist
Armenian Women for Health & a Healthy Environment (AWHHE)
www.awhhe.am
IPEN Member 

http://www.awhhe.am/


The SAICM 2020 Goal and the Reality Today

2002: Heads of State 
World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD)
Recognized: We have a PROBLEM, We need Strategic Approach

2006: Goal Defined at ICCM 1
Governments Adopted SAICM, Overall SAICM Objective to:

“achieve the sound management of chemicals throughout their lifecycle so 
that, by 2020, chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the 
minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment.”

The Reality Today: SAICM Missed the 2020 Goal
1) Lack of Funding
2) Lack of Political Commitment
3) Global Industry Expansion (see cost of inaction report)

https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/8412


IPEN ICCM5 Expectations:

Global Action on Pesticides: Lack Global Controls on worst pesticides (Highly 
Hazardous Pesticides-HHPs)
Scale up commitments to: 
- Create a New Global Green Chemicals & Waste Fund (like for climate and 
biodiversity global billion USD funds, (plus, charge Industry to Pay for cost of 
international chemical safety)
- Address already identified Issues of Concern (EDCs, Lead Paint, Electronics, 
and other issues)
- Advance multi-sector approach Labor, Health, Human Rights, not only 

Environment 
- Develop UN framework , elevate efficiency among UN agencies to tackle 

global chemicals and waste crisis 
(for details on IPEN position, INF 12 doc on SAICM website)

https://staging.saicm.org/sites/default/files/documents/SAICM_ICCM.5_INF_12.pdf
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