




































Briefing on the fifth meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties to the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury

Geneva, International Environment House I, Room 2 & Online | Webex

Thursday, 5 October 2023, 14:00 – 15:30 (CEST)



Overview

▪ Logistics and organizational matters

▪ Substantive matters

▪ COP-5 events

▪ Q&A



Logistics and 
organizational 
matters for COP-5



Starting in early September 2023, COP-5 
documents are available on the website.

Budget-related documents since 31 July 2023

https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5

https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5


COP-5 Provisional Agenda



COP-5 Overview

Note: End of 
Summer Time
in Europe on 
28 October



COP-5 documents on the 
website

4 Sept: Online Budget 
Forum opens (until 13 Oct.)

8 &14 Sept: Information 
sessions on national 
reporting, financial 
mechanism, ASGM, EE

5 Oct: COP-5 Briefing 
(GEN) - hybrid

9-13 Oct: Pre-COP5 Online 
Events Week
Online Format

July/August OctoberSeptember

11 Oct: Information 
Session on budget (Parties 
only)

5-6 Oct: GRULAC regional 
meeting (Brasilia)

29 Oct: COP-5 Bureau 
meeting and Regional 
preparatory meetings, in 
Geneva

COP-5
30 Oct. – 3 Nov.

Geneva, CICG

5-6 Sept: Asia-Pacific 
regional meeting (Bangkok)

30-31 Aug: COP-5 
Documents Briefing 
Sessions

12-13 Sept: Africa regional 
meeting (Nairobi)

18-19 Sept: EES regional 
meeting (Yerevan)

COP-5 budget documents 
on the website

3 July: Registration is open
and invitations sent

29 Sept: Deadline for 
registration

Recordings and 
presentations 

available on the web.
DAY1 DAY2

Preparations until COP-5

16 Oct: Briefing for 
new Parties

4 Oct: Indigenous 
People’s Dialogue 
(Brasilia)

Recordings and 
presentations 

available on the web.
12 Oct: SPREP COP-5 
Briefing, Palau

https://mercuryconvention.org/en/events/briefings-cop-5-documents-day-1
https://mercuryconvention.org/en/events/briefings-cop-5-documents-day-2


Regional preparatory meetings

Region Dates Location

Asia-Pacific 5-6 September 2023 Bangkok, Thailand

Africa 12-13 September 2023 Nairobi, Kenya

Eastern Europe 18-19 September 2023 Yerevan, Armenia

GRULAC 5-6 October 2023 Brasilia, Brasil

Yerevan

NairobiBangkok



Registration and Credentials

Registration

►2-step registration

• Kronos online registration platform: with 

participants details

• Nomination letter to the Executive Secretary

►Check Information for participants

►Total registration to date: 750 participants from 
Parties and observers.

Credentials

►Issued either by the Head of State or Government 

or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

►Samples of credentials on the website.

►Original credentials must be submitted to the 

Secretariat no later than 24 hours after the 

opening of the meeting (therefore by 10 am on 

Tuesday, 31 October 2023). Parties are invited to 

submit their original credentials in advance of the 

meeting, preferably by 1 October 2023, in order to

facilitate the clearance process.

►If not submitted in advance of the meeting, Parties 

can hand over the original credentials of their 

representatives at the registration desk upon 

arrival at the meeting venue on the first day of the 

meeting.

https://minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5#information-participants


Code of Conduct and Greening the COP

Code of Conduct to Prevent Harassment at Events 

organized under the Minamata Convention

►Notified by the Executive Secretary on 11 

January 2023. 

►The Secretariat is committed to enabling events 

at which everyone can participate in an inclusive, 

respectful and safe environment.

►Delegates are invited to familiarize themselves 

with the document.

Greening the COP

►The Secretariat will adopt sustainability measures 

on:

• Reducing wastes: collaborating with CICG 

and catering services, and encouraging the 

use of reusable drinking containers​;

• Paperless meeting: making all meeting 

documents available to participants through 

the Convention website​.

►All participants have an essential role to play in 

reducing the environmental footprint of COP-5. 

More details on the website.

https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023-01/ES_Code of Conduct notification.pdf
https://minamataconvention.org/en/resources/united-nations-system-code-conduct
https://minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5#information-participants


IT and media support

Digital ecosystem

►Website: in EN, FR, ES with documents (6 UN 

languages), dynamic schedule, COP events and 

information for participants.

►Intranet: safe space for CRP, contact group 

documents and statements.

►Online Budget Forum for Parties until 13 Oct.

►IT support: online through 

minamatasupport@un.org and on-site.

►Plenary streaming.

Communication coverage

►Media engagement: Press conferences, media 

advisory and press releases

►ENB reporting services.

►Daily video and photo professional coverage

►Daily newsletter to all COP-5 participants

►Live blog for easy quick updates during COP

►Social media campaigns - #MinamataCOP5

►Partnership with UNEP, Geneva Environment 

Network, GEF, other MEAs to spread the word.

mailto:minamatasupport@un.org


COP-5 Substantive 
matters



COP-5 Tentative schedule of work

Note: End of 
Summer Time in 

Europe on 
28 October



Products and Processes: Annexes A and B

The COP, in its decision MC-4/3, amended Annex A Part I, 
adding eight product categories to be phased out by 2025, 
and Part II by adding two mandatory measures on dental 
amalgam.

► INF/4 presents information on the entry into force, on 28 
September 2023, of Annex A amended at COP-4.2

And called for additional consideration at COP-5 of:

► Phase-out dates for the four mercury-added products listed in 
paragraph 5 of decision MC-4/3

► Adding the production of polyurethane using mercury-
containing catalysts to part I of annex B to the Convention

Pursuant to Annex B, part II, the COP will also consider:

► whether mercury-free alternatives for two processes listed in 
part II of annex B to the Convention (vinyl chloride monomer 
and sodium or potassium methylate or ethylate) have become 
technically and economically feasible. 

The COP will consider three proposals from the Africa 
Region to amend Annex A:

• Additional categories of lighting for complete phase out of 
all fluorescent lamps

• Further measures and elimination of 1ppm threshold for 
cosmetics

• Further measures and a 2030 phase-out date for dental 
amalgam

Documents COP.5/5/Add.1-3 set out the submitted 
proposals.

Proposals were presented at Minamata Online on 
14 June 2023.

https://mercuryconvention.org/en/events/proposals-amend-annex-convention


Emissions, Releases, Waste

Emissions

► This is the COP’s first consideration of 

emissions since the COP-1 adoption of 

emissions guidances

► Document 5/7 focuses on 

implementation of Article 8 and 

provides a draft decision

► Overview of measures taken by parties, 

including in advance of deadlines, to 

control emissions from the source 

categories listed in Annex D, based on 

national reports:

• Inventories

• BAT/BEP for new sources by 5 

years after Entry into Force

• Measures to control emissions 

from existing sources by 10 years 

after Entry into Force

• Optional national plans

Waste

► COP-5 will continue consideration of thresholds 
for mercury waste contaminated with mercury 
or mercury compounds, which started at COP-2 
with the establishment of a Group of Technical 
Experts on mercury waste thresholds.

► COP-3 determined that, no threshold needs to be 
established for waste consisting of mercury and 
waste listed in Table 1 of the annex to the 
decision shall be regarded as such mercury 
waste

► COP-3 also determined that no threshold needs 
to be established for waste containing mercury, 
and mercury-added products that have become 
waste will be regarded as such mercury waste;

► The expert group met in Feb 2023 (funded by 
Japan) and developed a set of recommendations
for the COP to consider, including to establish a 
threshold of [25] [15] [10] mg/kg total 
concentration of mercury for waste 
contaminated with mercury or mercury 
compounds, with flexibility for parties to use 
their national thresholds or definitions.

Document 5/9 sets out the report of the group of 
technical experts, as well as a draft decision.

Releases

► COP-4, in decision MC-4/5, 

adopted guidance on 

inventories for releases to 

water and land from relevant 

sources

► COP-5 will consider for 

adoption the draft guidance on 

BAT/BEP for such releases, as 

prepared by the group of 

technical experts

► Document 5/8 sets out draft 

guidance on BAT/BEP, as well 

as a draft decision.

► INF/11 sets out, for 

information purposes only, 

technical information on 

BAT/BEP.



Review of the financial mechanism

Review of the financial mechanism:

Second Review (Aug 2019 – July 2022)

Subsequent Reviews

Draft decision

► INF/17: Report of the Second Review of the Financial 

Mechanism

The review covers:

a. The level of funding

b. The ability of the Financial Mechanism to mobilize resources from all 
sources, the level and type of funding, including differentiation between 
earmarked and non-earmarked voluntary contributions

c. The guidance provided by the COP to the GEF and the SIP

d. The efficiency and effectiveness of the GEF and the SIP 

e. The ability of the GEF and the SIP to address the changing needs of 
developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition

►GEF Council Report to the COP

• GEF-8 allocation of USD 269 million, 

increase of about 30%

►Update on the Specific International Programme

and its Governing Board

• SIP Mid-term evaluation

• Funding status for Fourth Round



ASGM, Biodiversity

Artisanal and small-scale gold mining

► ASGM remains the largest source of mercury use and emissions globally.

► Document 5/6 focuses on implementation of Article 7 and the intersessional 

process to gather the needs and priorities of Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities on mercury use in ASGM, and provides a draft decision

► Status update on notifications and submissions of ASGM National Action 

Plans, information relative to the required implementation of NAPs, and 

requirement for reviews of Article 7 implementation for NAP Parties.

► Describes the Indigenous Peoples Platform and other elements of work 

pursuant to decision MC-4/4

► Discusses aspects of FPIC, alternative livelihoods, trade of mercury destined 

for ASGM, and possible supplemental information in guidance.

Mercury and the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework

► In decision MC-4/12, the COP requested the secretariat to prepare 

a report on how the Convention could contribute to the post-2020 

GBF

► Document 5/20 sets out opportunities for enhancing mutually 

supportive implementation and proposed actions, and a draft 

decision.

► The Secretariat identified activities to be carried out for 2024-2025 

for consideration by COP-5.

► The COP may wish to invite the Expert Group on Indicators for the 

GBF to include, under Target 7, an indicator related to highly 

hazardous chemicals

► INF/27 provides an analysis of the mutually supportive 

implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury and the 

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework Study 



Supply and Trade, Capacity-building

Capacity-building, technical assistance and 

technology transfer

► Article 14 requirement for the COP to consider 

information on alternative technologies, needs and 

challenges of parties in technology transfer

► COP-5 will consider work the Secretariat could 

undertake

► Secretariat activities related to capacity-building, 

technical assistance and technology transfer

► Recommendations of the implementation and 

Compliance Committee related to capacity-building

► Considerations for enhancing this work going 

forward, including with the UNEP Global Mercury 

Partnership 

► A draft decision

The Government of 
Indonesia launched the Bali 
Declaration on the occasion 

of COP-4.

Mercury supply sources and trade

► Document 5/3 focuses on implementation of Article 3 and 

provides a draft decision

► Overview of information in national reports on Article 3 

implementation, and recommendations from the Implementation 

and Compliance Committee:

• Eliminating primary mercury mining

• Progress in managing excess mercury from 

decommissioning of mercury-cell chlor-alkali facilities 

ahead of the 2025 phase-out deadline

• Endeavors to identify supply sources and stocks of 

mercury, and observations on the use of the guidance 

• Implementation of the consent regime for imports and 

exports of elemental mercury, including use of the trade 

forms



National Reporting / ICC

Implementation and Compliance Committee

►ICC4 met online (13-14 September 2022) and 

ICC5 met in person (7-9 March 2023)

►Examined issues related to the implementation 

of, and compliance with provisions of the 

Convention, based on the first full national 

reports submitted by Parties in accordance with 

article 21 of the Convention.

►Secretariat presented to the ICC its findings on 

the responses submitted by Parties to the 43 

questions of the full reports

►Committee recommendations for the 

consideration of COP-5 on several articles of the 

Convention are listed in section A of the annex to 

document UNEP/MC/COP.5/14.



Effectiveness Evaluation

Decision MC-4/11:

• Agreed to start the first effectiveness 
evaluation.

• Adopted the framework for the first 
effectiveness evaluation.

• Established the Open-Ended Scientific 
Group

• Established the TOR of the Effectiveness 
Evaluation Group, except for its 
membership

Outstanding matters for decision at 
COP-5:

• End date of the first effectiveness 
evaluation.

• Establishment of the Effectiveness 
Evaluation Group.

• Adoption of indicators



Gender, Knowledge Management

Gender

►Gender Action plan – funded by Sweden, 

incorporates comments received from a 

consultative process.

►It provides a comprehensive blueprint for actions 

to promote gender equality.

►Actions for the Secretariat, Parties and relevant 

stakeholders.

►The Secretariat identified activities to be carried 

out for 2024-2025 for consideration by COP-5.

Knowledge Management

►New COP agenda item.

►The Secretariat presents a digital strategy to 

guide its work to better support parties in the 

implementation of the Convention.

►Activities should begin in 2024-2025.

►It is organized by: digital ecosystem, building 

partnership and governance and innovation.

►Highlights the relevance of collaborating with key 

stakeholders like InforMEA.



COP-5 Events



COP-5 Events

►COP-5 events are an informal platform 

for Parties and observers to share 

information and bring knowledge to 

advances in technology, research, and 

policy to the attention of Parties and to 

the global community that the 

Convention serves. 

►Three types of COP-5 events are 

offered:

►Online events

►Knowledge Lab sessions

►Special Events/Exhibition



COP-5 Events: Online Events



COP-5: Knowledge Labs



Monday - Friday, 30 Oct - 3 November 2023, CICG, Geneva, Switzerland

Cop-5 Exhibition



Special COP-5 Event: Mercury in cosmetics – more than what meets 
the eye

►Co-organized by the Global Environment Facility and 
United Nations Environment Programme

►Aim: to confront narrative, questioning the promotion and 
normalization of skin lightening to prevent the 
perpetuation of harmful cultural norms and 
#makemercuryhistory 

►Speakers: 

• Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary Minamata 
Convention on Mercury

• Amira Adawe, Director Beauty Well 

• Catherine Tetteh, Chief Executive Officer Melanin 
Foundation 

• Heather Brown, National Coordinator Dermatology 
Services and Leprosy Control Ministry of Health, 
Jamacia 

• Kheris Rogers, Flexin’ In My Complexion 

• Meera Senthilingam, Editor CNN

@Zero Mercury Working Group



Special COP-5 event: Minamata Convention: A Decade of Global 
Commitment to Make Mercury History 

►Special COP-5 event: Minamata Convention: A Decade of Global 
Commitment to Make Mercury History – co-organized with the 
Geneva Environment Network – Monday, 30 October, at 13.15, CICG 
and streamed.

►#MakeMercuryHistory Photo Exhibition, during COP-5 week at CICG.

►Minamata movie projection – Sunday, 29 October, at 19.00, at 
cinema Le Nord–Sud, Geneva with film Director Andrew Levitas and 
Minamata Convention on Mercury Promotion Network (MICO NET).

►Anniversary video documentary & Press conference - 10 October Not only miners, Elisabetta Zaboli



Q&A



Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme
11-13, Chemin des Anémones - 1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org
TWITTER: @minamataMEA​

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click










Michael Bender,  Director - Mercury Policy Project ,  
International Co-coordinator ZMWG

Elena Lymberidi-Settimo, Policy Manager - EEB, 
International Co-coordinator, ZMWG

ZMWG perspective for COP5

Briefing on the 5th Meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the 

Minamata Convention on Mercury



Who we are

ABOUT THE ZMWG
An international coalition of more than 110 
public interest, environmental and health 
non-governmental organizations from over 55 
countries from around the world.

Aim: Reduce/eliminate mercury supply, use, 

emissions, exposure, implementing the 

Minamata Convention

2005
ZMWG creation

> 55
Countries

> 110
Member 

organisations



1. ZMWG Views – Mercury Added Cosmetics

• Ban on mercury-added cosmetics by 2025 – more cost-effective market 

surveillance by developing countries – by shifting burden on manufacturers.

• Setting national objectives – to stop sales/marketing of mercury skin 

lighteners:

• ban advertising – clear message that mercury SLPs are illegal;

• publicize advisories/prohibited SLP lists – facilitate toxic SLP 

identification

• Licensing ingredients/facilities- inform consumers/ facilitate inspection; 

• Engaging online platforms  - to eliminate offerings of mercury SLPs

• Fostering interagency and regional/global collaboration 

• Need control on mercury compounds which facilitates Hg-SLP production; 

trade restrictions necessary

• First step;-assessment of global supply, trade and use of mercury 

compounds



2. ZMWG Views - Mercury-added Lamps & Dental Amalgam

1) Mercury-added lamps:

• LEDs are available, superior to Fluorescent lamps and mercury free

• Important mercury reductions, tremendous energy, CO2 savings, along with 

significant financial savings.

• All fluorescent lamps should be banned from manufacture/trade by 2025 

2) Dental amalgam:

• Mercury free alternatives are available, effective, affordable worldwide

• Manufacture and trade ban is feasible by 2030 without undermining dental care. 

3) More ZMWG Views available on our website

4) Finally, more Convention resources needed on mercury-added product (MAPs) 

phase outs and prioritizing waste collections.  Next Tuesday the African Region’s 

webinar will focus on this



General observations

• Awareness raising: While civil society continues to raise awareness, contribute to 

legislation & policy development, more is needed to raise targeted awareness 

• High risk exposure outreach: In particular, more needs to be done to raise 

awareness of acute exposure risks, particularly to sensitive populations in 

situations such as small scale gold mining and using mercury skin lighteners. 

• More transparency and accountability on Convention Projects and Funding:

There needs to be more openness, especially before a new project starts, on 

Convention funding (ie GEF), to ensure resources are expended wisely.  

• For example, national reporting indicates that around 40 Parties have not started 

or only partially implemented Article 4 product phase out, even those it was the 

earliest deadline set in the treaty (end of 2020).  However, only recently have 

projects started to address MAPs phase outs



Thank you!

https://www.zeromercury.org/mercury-added-skin-lightening-creams-campaign/







The UNEP Global Mercury Partnership and 
Minamata COP5

Kenneth Davis
UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch

October 2023



✓ Support implementation of 
the Minamata Convention

✓ Provide knowledge and 
science on mercury

✓ Deliver outreach and 
awareness raising towards 
global action

250 partners from: 
Governments, IGOs, 
NGOs, Industry 
/private sector, 
academia and the 
scientific community

www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/



71

Recent Events & highlights
(detailed report on activities available to COP5 as INF document)

Thirteenth Meeting of the UNEP Global 
Partnership Advisory Group (PAG-13, Nov. 2022, 
Paris) exchanged on recent activities and priorities 
for future work on cross cutting topics:

• Mercury from oil and gas & non-ferrous 
metals

• Trade and flow
• Technical and scientific capacity enhancement
• Management of mercury stocks 
• Disposal of mercury added-products

• Biodiversity, climate change and mercury

PAG-14 to be held in follow up to COP-5

New virtual knowledge hubs on 
mercury-added products :

• Mercury Skin Lightening Products
• Dental Amalgam

• Study report on mercury from non-
ferrous metals mining and smelting

• Study report on mercury from the oil 
and gas sector

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/partnership-advisory-group-meeting-13
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/partnership-advisory-group-meeting-13
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/partnership-advisory-group-meeting-13
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/phasing-down-the-use-of-dental-amalgam
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/report/mercury-non-ferrous-metals-mining-and-smelting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/report/mercury-non-ferrous-metals-mining-and-smelting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/report/mercury-oil-and-gas
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/report/mercury-oil-and-gas
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