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• Member of the Implementation Committee of the Espoo Convention (2004-2017) 

• Member of the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus Convention (since 2005) 

• Member of the State Environmental Council in Poland (2014-2019)

• Member of National EIA/SEA Commission in Poland (1992-2006)
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• Concept and scope of environmental assessments 
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• Issues of concern
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Concept and scope of environmental assessments

• Preventive tool related to planned activities which may have 
significant impact on the environment

• Scope

• all encompassing (NEPA Process in US)

• separate assessments (in Europe):

• Environmental impact assessment (EIA) - projects

• Strategic environmental assessment (SEA):

• plans and programs

• policies

• Legislation

• Habitat/biodiversity assessment

• Water assessment

• IPPC assessment

18Jerzy Jendrośka



19

Role of environmental assessment

• collection of information

• demonstration  of various interests

• consideration of alternatives

• integration of environmental concerns with economic, social etc 
concerns

• avoidance of irreversible effects
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Advantages

• Public procedure

• Transparency

• Commenting

• Non-technical summary

• Arguments for litigation
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Issues of concern

• Short time-frames

• Inadequate screening and scoping

• Quality of assessment reports

• Corruption

• Plagiarism

• Lack of methodology

• Deliberate inacuracies

• Attempts to limit accessibility
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Decision-making not covered by formal 
assessment procedures

• Most of product control procedures (except for GMO decision-
making)

• In EU

• Climate proofing

• Sustainability

• Application of DNSH principle
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San Miguel Corporation Aerotropolis Project



Large-scale Mining



Killings of Environmental Defenders







Example: Blue ammonia (NH3) as alleged climate mitigation strategy 

● Hydrogen production is fossil based → impacts along the supply chain
● Nitrogen is taken from the air to make NH3

● Today: fertilizer emissions > commercial aviation
● Proposed solution: Capture CO2 emissions during hydrogen production

Blue ammonia leads to neither decarbonization nor detoxification.

● No change in impacts regardless of production method
● CCS not a climate solution
● CCS creating new problems



99,8% of today’s hydrogen is from gas and coal. Only 0,04 % of today’s hydrogen is green



Blue ammonia is based on fossils with CCS which is NOT

New: old technology developed by the fossil fuel industry to boost oil output                                                   

Effective: repeated failure to achieve promised/modeled capture rates

Economic: makes expensive and dirty energy more costly, most projects failed on the economic front

Safe: puts fenceline & frontline communities at risk

Green: CCS equipment, CO2 transport, compressing, storage, requires energy & chemicals

“The inseparable link between CCS and the use of fossil fuels underlines the risks posed by this technology to 
human rights.

CCS risks locking in place fossil fuel-reliance and the associated environmental injustices.”



Green ammonia 
Also no decarbonization & detoxification

● New problems: water and land needs
● Does not address field emissions
● Does not address overuse of nitrogen fertilizers
● Extremely toxic, “promptly lethal”                                       

if one is exposed in high doses
● Combustion releases large amounts of NOx
● Flammable
● …

We need to transition away from input-based industrial 
farming and not just change the production of 
agrochemicals
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