






















Towards a science-policy panel to contribute 
further to the sound management of 
chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution

Presentation for the webinar on “Options of engagement and participation modalities for major groups 
and stakeholders to the ad hoc open-end working group on a science policy panel to contribute further 
to the sound management of chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution”

26 September 2023

OEWG SPP Secretariat



UNEA Resolution 5/8: 

In March 2022, the United Nations Environment Assembly

Convinced that a science-policy panel could support countries in their efforts to take action, including to 

implement multilateral environmental agreements and other relevant international instruments, promote 

the sound management of chemicals and waste, and address pollution … and that it could further support 

relevant multilateral agreements, other international instruments and intergovernmental bodies, the 

private sector and other relevant stakeholders in their work

Decides that a science-policy panel should be established to contribute further to the sound management 

of chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution

Decides to convene an ad hoc open-ended working group (OEWG) to prepare proposals for the science-

policy panel, to begin work in 2022 with the ambition of completing it by the end of 2024



OEWG Process: Overall Timeline

OEWG 1.1
6 October 2022
Nairobi, Kenya

OEWG 1.2
30 January–3 February 2023
Bangkok, Thailand

OEWG 2
11–15 December 
2023, Jordan

OEWG 3
17-21 June 2024
Geneva, Switzerland

Intersessional period 1.2
• Preparations for OEWG2
• OEWG Bureau meetings
• Written submissions
• Informal consultations 
• Information-sharing 

webinars

Intersessional period 2
• Preparations for OEWG3
• OEWG Bureau meetings
• Written submissions
• Informal consultations 
• Information-sharing 

webinars

Intersessional period 3 (tbc)
• Preparations for an 

Intergovernmental Meeting
• OEWG Bureau meetings
• Information-sharing 

webinars

Intersessional period 1.1
• Preparations for OEWG1.2
• OEWG Bureau meetings
• Stakeholder survey
• Information-sharing webinar 

on scope and functions

Intergovernmental 
Meeting
Dates and venue TBC



OEWG 1 Outcomes: SPP objective

• [The objective of the panel is to strengthen the science policy interface to contribute to the sound 

management of chemicals and waste and to prevent pollution for the protection of human health 

and the environment ... ]

• The text on objective has been left in brackets with the understanding that future discussions of 

the OEWG may continue to inform the objective.



OEWG 1 Outcomes: SPP Principal Functions

a) Undertaking “horizon scanning” to identify issues of relevance to policymakers and, where 

possible, proposing evidence-based options to address them;

b) Conducting assessments of current issues and identifying potential evidence-based options to 

address, where possible, those issues, in particular those relevant to developing countries;

c) Providing up-to-date and relevant information, identifying key gaps in scientific research, 

encouraging and supporting communication between scientists and policymakers, explaining 

and disseminating findings for different audiences, and raising public awareness;

d) Facilitating information-sharing with countries, in particular developing countries seeking 

relevant scientific information;

e) Capacity building



http://tinyurl.com/2tej9esw

https://www.unep.org/oewg-spp-chemicals-waste-pollution

OEWG 2: 11-15 December 2023

http://tinyurl.com/2tej9esw


OEWG 2: Draft agenda

Item 1: Opening of the session 

Item 2: Election of officers 

Item 3: Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters 

Item 4: Preparation of proposals for the establishment of a science-policy panel 

Item 5: Options for the timetable and organization of the future work of the OEWG

Item 6: Provisional agenda for the third session of the OEWG

Item 7: Other matters

Item 8: Adoption of the report of the session

Item 9: Closure of the session



OEWG 2: Draft agenda

Item 4: Preparation of proposals for the establishment of a science-policy panel 

1. Scope and objective, functions, and operating principles

2. Institutional arrangements and rules of procedure

3. Relationships with relevant key stakeholders 

4. Work-related processes and procedures 



A. Scope and functions of the Panel – Capturing Annex II of UNEP/SPP-CWP/OEWG.1/7

B. Operating principles of the Panel

C. Institutional arrangements of the Panel

Annexes

Annex 1. Rules of procedure

Annex 2. Financial arrangements

Annex 3. Relationship with relevant key stakeholders

Annex 4. Process for determining and executing the work programme

Annex 5. Procedures for the review and adoption of reports

Annex 6. Arrangements for identifying and engaging with experts

Annex 7. Conflict of interest policy

Skeleton outline of proposals for SPP



Regional meetings

Asia Pacific: 7 September 2023, hybrid (Bangkok, online)

Africa: 14 September 2023, Nairobi

GRULAC: 7 October 2023, Brasilia

Pre-session documents (advance unedited):

https://www.unep.org/events/working-group-meeting/lac-regional-meeting-2nd-oewg-science-
policy-panel-chemicals-waste-and

https://www.unep.org/events/working-group-meeting/lac-regional-meeting-2nd-oewg-science-policy-panel-chemicals-waste-and
https://www.unep.org/events/working-group-meeting/lac-regional-meeting-2nd-oewg-science-policy-panel-chemicals-waste-and


Outreach initiatives

Series of webinars and other events focusing on the 

process for establishing a science-policy panel, 

substantive matters to be considered by the OEWG, 

lessons learned from existing science-policy 

interfaces, and exchanges on how stakeholders can 

contribute to the OEWG process and the panel once 

established.



Thank you

Secretariat of the ad-hoc open ended working group on a science policy panel on chemicals, waste and 
prevention of pollution

spp-cwp@un.org

www.unep.org



















Major Groups and Stakeholders
Engagement in the OEWG Process

Webinar
Tuesday 25 September 2023

Laetitia Zobel-

Civil Society Unit- Governance Affairs Office- UNEP



Major Groups and Stakeholders participants into OEWG

• Who can participate as major groups and stakeholder observers to the 
meetings? 

• UNEP accredited observers  https://www.unep.org/civil-society-
engagement/accreditation/list-accredited-organizations

• ILO accredited NGOs

• WHO accredited NGOs

• SAICM accredited NGOs

• BRS (Basel, Stockholm and Rotterdam Convention) accredited NGOs

• Minamata Convention

• Montreal Protocol

https://www.unep.org/civil-society-engagement/accreditation/list-accredited-organizations
https://www.unep.org/civil-society-engagement/accreditation/list-accredited-organizations


Accreditation of Major Groups and Stakeholders

• Observers must be accredited to the relevant 
MEA secretariats or UN sister agencies or 
UNEP

• Prove of accreditation is checked upon 
registration to the relevant meeting (OEWG 2)

• Independent scientists or researchers whose 
institutions or universities are not accredited to 
any MEA or UNEP,  need to find a relevant host 
who is accredited

• UNEP accreditation process: 
https://www.unep.org/civil-society-
engagement/accreditation2



Morning Briefings, and Preparations by MGS Towards 
Statements and Contributions

• UNEP encourages self- organisation by all major groups: 

• webinars/ online meetings by major groups constituencies or relevant 
networks are encouraged

• one day Civil Society meeting/ Forum prior to OEWG 1 and OEWG 2

• daily morning briefings in dedicated room with rotating chairman ship 
during OEWGs

• Coordination of statements and briefings

5



Seating Arrangement in the Plenary According to 
the 9 Major Groups

9 Major Groups signs with 2 seats each

• Indigenous peoples
• Women
• Children and Youth

• Science and Technology
• Business and industry
• Workers and Trade unions

• Local Authorities
• Farmers
• NGOs (with additional 2 seats)

MGS are expected to coordinate in the morning briefings around statements and 
interventions prepared for relevant sessions and agree among their constituencies 
who will be seated at what moment behind their name signs. 6



Statements and submissions by MGS to the 
OEWG Process

8

• Oral statements made in plenary by MGS are uploaded in writing on 
the OEWG website

• Consideration of potential option of written submission by MGS to 
engage prior to the OEWG 2 session- depending on interest by Civil 
Society and the decisions by the Secretariat

• MGS representatives will be invited to also sit and contribute in 
relevant contact groups during the OEWG session. 



Key Deadlines for Registration and Travel Support 
Submission

Registration deadline for participation in OEWG 2 (Jordan) is 31 October 2023

Registration for travel support closes 30 September (end of this week)- travel 
support will be provided to 2 participants per MG across the accreditation 
constituencies.

Register here

7

https://indico.un.org/event/1005805/


Thank you!

Civil Society Unit

Laetitia.Zobel@un.org Unep-

civilsociety@un.org

mailto:Laetitia.Zobel@un.org
mailto:Unep-civilsociety@un.org
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