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IUCN defines nature-based solutions as:
“actions to protect, sustainably manage and
restore natural or modified ecosystems, that
address societal challenges (e.g. climate
change, food and water security or natural
disasters) effectively and adaptively,
simultaneously providing human well-being
and biodiversity benefits”

91

NbS are often
described as ‘no-regret’
options, providing
benefits to people in a

range of scenarios
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Criterion 1 — Societal challenges

NbS effectively address societal challenges

@O

Climate change Bisaster ik Economic Environmental
mitigation and |szs etr 1S and social Human health Food security Water security degradation and
adaptation reduction development biodiversity loss

1.1 The most pressing societal challenges for rights holders and beneficiaries are prioritised

1.2 The societal challenges addressed are clearly understood and documented

1.3 Human wellbeing outcomes arising from the NbS are identified, benchmarked and periodically assessed
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IUCN

Criterion 5 — Inclusive Governance

NbS are based on inclusive, transparent and empowering governance
processes

5.1 A defined and fully agreed upon feedback and grievance resolution

mechanism is available to all stakeholders before an NbS intervention can be
initiated

5.2 Participation is based on mutual respect and equality, regardless of gender,
age or social status, and upholds the right of Indigenous Peoples to Free Prior
and Informed Consent (FPIC)

5.3 Stakeholders who are directly and indirectly affected by the NbS have been

identified and involved in all processes of the NbS intervention
| == 5.4 Decision-making processes document and respond to rights and interests of
£ all participating and affected stakeholders
5.5 Where the scale of the NbS extends beyond jurisdictional boundaries,

mechanisms are established to enable joint decision-making among the
stakeholders in those jurisdictions affected by the NbS




Criterion 6 — Balance trade-offs IUCN

NbS equitably balances trade-offs between achievement of their primary
goal(s) and the continued provision of multiple benefits

6.1 The potential costs and benefits of associated trade-offs of the NbS
intervention are explicitly acknowledged and inform safeguards and
any appropriate corrective actions

6.2 The rights, usage of and access to land and resources, along with
the responsibilities of different stakeholders are acknowledged and

respected

6.3 Established safeguards are periodically reviewed to ensure that
mutually-agreed trade-offs limits are respected and do not destabilise
the entire NbS




IUCN

Criterion 8 — Sustainability and mainstreaming

NbS are sustainable and mainstreamed within an appropriate
jurisdictional context

8.1 NbS design, implementation and lessons learnt are
shared for triggering transformative change

8.2 NbS inform and enhance facilitating policy and
regulation frameworks to support its uptake and
mainstreaming

8.3 Where relevant, NbS contribute to national and

global targets for human wellbeing, climate change,
biodiversity and human rights, including the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP)
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No Nature- based Solutions
Without a Human Rights-based Approach

11 MARCH 2024 | 9:45 - 11:00 CET | PALAIS DES NATIONS, H307-1 & ONLINE (WEBEX)
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