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High-Level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters 

 
Dialogue Session  

“From the Bandung Spirit Water Summit to the UN 2026 Water Conference” 
6 December 2024 

 
DATE and TIME: 10:00-13:00 on Friday, 6 December 2024 (in Geneva, Switzerland) 
VENUE:  Salle C1, The WMO Building 
ORGANIZERS:  High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters (HELP), the 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations, the 
WTO and other international organizations in Geneva, and Geneva Water Hub 

HOST ORGANIZATION: World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
TARGET PARTICIPANTS: Representatives of Permanent Missions to UN in Geneva, 

UN/international organizations and HELP members/advisors 
 
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES:  

The Bandung Spirit Water Summit, an agora by incumbent and former Heads of State and 
Government, organized at the 10th World Water Forum in May 2024, focused on three key areas 
of water urgency: climate change and water resilience, sanitation and water for all, and water for 
peace with cross-cutting focus on Financing, Governance, and Mainstreaming the Youth.  

The summit was inspired by the Asian-African Conference better known as the Bandung 
Conference, held in in April 1955 in Bandung, Indonesia. The conference adopted the Ten 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, based on the Bandung Spirit, underpinned by the regions’ 
commitment to mutual recognition, respect, and tolerance for diversity. As envisaged in the 
Bandung Conference, the Global South is expected to play a leading role in the international 
community in the coming years of the 21st century.  

Against this backdrop, the Bandung Spirit Water Summit discussion, which convened more 
than 10 incumbent and former Heads of State and Government, addressed their collaboration 
with all stakeholders to accelerate global efforts to fundamentally address complex water issues. 
The key outcome document, “The Spirit of Bandung: A Call to Actions”, of the summit aims to 
inspire further discussions in the relevant UN meetings, including HLPF, the One Water Summit, 
UN Water Conferences, COP 29, and further and collectively contribute to building a more 
comprehensive understanding of the peace-building potential of water. 

This Dialogue session will provide an opportunity to discuss how to take the outcome of the 
Bandung Spirit Water Summit, namely “The Spirit of Bandung: A Call to Actions” forward. It will also 
be the opportunity for high-level representatives of the Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva, 
UN/international organizations and HELP members and advisors to discuss messages and actions 
towards the UN 2026 Water Conference. The session is expected to pave pathways towards a 
resilient and sustainable world through water.  
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DRAFT AGENDA:  
 
1. Opening remarks 

• H.E. Dr. Han Seung-soo, HELP Chair / Former Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea 

• H.E. Ambassador Achsanul Habib, Charge d'Affairs/Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations, the WTO and other international organizations in 
Geneva 

• Prof. Celeste Saulo, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
 
 

2. Keynote speech 

• H.E. Professor Danilo Türk, Geneva Water Hub's Lead Political Advisor, former President of 
Slovenia / President of Club de Madrid  

• H.E. Mrs. Retno L. P. Marsudi, UNSG’s Special Envoy on Water, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
the Republic of Indonesia   

• Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World Health Organization (WHO)(tbc) 

• Mr. Kamal Kishore, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 

• Ms. Tatiana Molcean, Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) 

• H.E. Mr. Isato Kunisada, Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and 
Tourism (MLIT), Japan (online) 

• H.E. Mr. Csaba Kőrösi, President of the 77th Session of the UN General Assembly 

• H.E. Mr. Jan Kavan, Former Deputy Prime Minister of Czech Republic / President of the 
57th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 

• Mr. Loïc Fauchon, President of the World Water Council 
 
 

3. Briefing on the outcomes of the Bandung Spirit Water Summit at the 10th World Water Forum 

• Prof. Kenzo Hiroki, Coordinator of High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters 
(HELP) / Professor of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies of Japan (GRIPS) 

• Prof. Mark Zeitoun, Director General, Geneva Water Hub 

• Ms. Magdalena Zivanovic, President of the European Youth Parliament for Water (EYPW) 
 
 

4. Briefing on the preparation of the UN2026 Water Conference 

• Mr. Mohamed Diatta, Sherpa for the 2026 UN Water Conference, Senegal (tbc) 

• Ms. Shaima Gargash, Director of Energy & Sustainability at UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs (online) 

• Mr. Federico Properzi, Chief Technical Advisor, UN-Water 
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5. High-level Panel Discussion on how to link the outcomes of the Bandung Spirit Water 
Summit with the UN 2026 Water Conference 
Moderator: Prof. Kenzo Hiroki  

 

• Ms. Meike van Ginneken, Water Envoy for the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

• Mr. Yun Seog Dae, President and CEO of K-water (online) 

• Mr. Pablo Bereciartua, Chair of Global Water Partnership / President of the Argentinean 
Engineering Centre (Centro Argentino de Ingenieros – CAI) (online) 

• Dr. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) (video) 

• Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Vice-President for Sectors and Themes, Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) (video) 

• Mr. Saroj Kumar Jha, Global Director, Water Global Practice, The World Bank (online) 

• Mr. Kenichi Kawamura, Senior Vice President, Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA)(online) 

• H.E. Dr. Bambang Susantono Former Chairman of the Nusantara National Capital 
Authority, Republic of Indonesia (video) 

• H.E. Ambassador Tanja Miškova, Ambassador-at-Large for Water Diplomacy, Republic of 
Slovenia 

• H.E. Ambassador. Nikola Gillhoff, Deputy Permanent Representative / Chargé d'affaires of 
the Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to UN 

• Dr. Johannes Cullmann, Director Impact and Partnerships, IHE Delft 
 
 

6. Closing by H.E. Dr. Han Seung-soo, HELP Chair / Former Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Korea 


