












Briefing on the preparations for the 
Fourth High-level Meeting on NCDs and 
of mental health



➢ 25 September 2025, UN HQ, New York. 

➢ Follows on from 2011, 2014 and 2018 high-level 
meetings.

➢ Equity and Integration: Transforming lives and 
livelihoods through leadership and action on 
NCDs and the promotion of mental health and 
well-being.  

➢ Opening segment, plenary segment, two multi-
stakeholder panels and brief closing segment.

➢ Concise and action-oriented political declaration, 
agreed in advance by consensus through 
intergovernmental negotiations.

Fourth High-level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on the prevention 
and control of NCDs and the promotion of mental health and well-being 



➢ Addressing the social, commercial, environmental and economic 
determinants of health is critical.

➢ Air pollution is another major contributor to the risk of NCD mortality, 
significantly increasing the risk of stroke, ischemic heart disease, lung cancer 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 

➢ Of the 7 million annual deaths related to air pollution in 2019, 85% were 
linked to NCDs. 

➢ In 2022, notwithstanding some progress in expanding access to clean fuels, 
2.1 billion people still relied on polluting fuels and technologies for 
cooking. 

➢ Globally, while the annual average population-weighted concentration of fine 
particulate matter in urban areas has improved slightly since 2010, it 
remained alarmingly high in 2019 – more than six times higher than WHO air 
quality guidelines limits – affecting 99 per cent of the world’s population. 

➢ Few countries are on track to achieve target 3.9 of the Goals (reduce deaths 
and illnesses caused by air pollution).

Progress on the prevention and control of NCDs and the promotion of 
mental health and well-being: Note by the Secretary-General 

Link to the report: https://uniatf.who.int/governance/un-general-assembly



❖ HLM4 Panel 1: Tackling the determinants of noncommunicable diseases and mental health 
and well-being through multisectoral and effective governance and collaborative action.

❖ HLM4 Panel 2: Reshaping and strengthening health systems and all forms of financing to meet 
the needs of people living with and at risk of noncommunicable diseases and mental health 
conditions.

‘The President of the General Assembly may invite parliamentarians, local governments, 
the heads or senior representatives of relevant United Nations entities, and international 
financial institutions, development partners, civil society, the private sector, academia, 
medical and scientific associations, Indigenous Peoples, representative organizations of 
persons affected by noncommunicable diseases and mental health conditions, persons 
with disabilities and community organizations to serve as speakers on the panels, taking 
into account gender balance, level of development, geographical representation and the 
representation of youth and older persons.’  

Modalities resolution



➢ Promoting and incentivizing clean, efficient and expanded urban transit (i.e. 

buses and trains), car share schemes and low-emission zones; 

➢ Reducing the open burning of agricultural residues; 

➢ Encouraging at the household level access to affordable and less polluting 

fuels (e.g. liquefied petroleum gas and renewables) and technologies (e.g. 

improved cook stoves) for cooking, heating and lighting.

➢ Fiscal measures such as taxes and subsidies

Examples of what member states may consider including in the political 
declaration when it comes to air pollution



Date: 02 May 2025, 10 am – 6 pm
Venue:  Trusteeship Council Chamber, UNHQ
Registration deadline: 31 March 2025

Platform for relevant stakeholders to share 
perspectives, experiences, and best practices 
while identifying challenges and proposing actionable 
solutions.

Interactive Multistakeholder Hearing 



Participation 
➢ NGOs with consultative status with ECOSOC, invited civil society 

organizations, philanthropic foundations, academia, medical 
associations, and relevant private sector entities.

➢ Broader communities, including women, children, youth, 
indigenous Peoples, people of African descent, persons living with 
NCDs and mental health conditions, persons with disabilities, and 
senior representatives from Member States. 

➢ Observers from the General Assembly, parliamentarians, local 
government representatives, and relevant United Nations entities 
will also be involved. 

➢ Outcome: Summary report ahead of the Fourth High Level Meeting

Interactive Multistakeholder Hearing 



Interactive Multistakeholder Hearing 

10:40 – 13:00

15:00 – 17:30  

10:00 – 10:30     Opening segment

13:00 – 15:00      Lunch break

Panel discussion 2
Reshaping and strengthening health systems and all forms of financing to meet the 
needs of people living with and at risk of NCDs and mental health conditions.

Panel discussion 1 
Tackling the determinants of NCDs and mental health and well-being through 
multisectoral and effective governance and collaborative action. 

17:30 – 18:00     Closing segment

**The hearing will be webcast live on UN WebTV**

Format



Find us on: https://uniatf.who.int/

Contact as at: unncdtaskforce@who.int
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