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The Global Framework on Chemicals
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For a Planet Free of Harm From Chemicals and Waste

Multisectoral and multistakeholder framework f or 
safe and sustainable management of chemicals and 
waste adopted at the Fifth meeting of International 
Conference on Chemicals Management in Bonn, 

Germany in September 2023.

Targets

Strategic objectives



The Global Framework on Chemicals in 2026
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GFC Focal 
Points
Preparatory 
induction training 
(18 Feb 2026)

Bureau 

meeting
(18 June 2026)

Bureau 

meeting

(5 March 2026)

The first 

International 

Conference
(16-20 November 2026)

Regional 

meetings
(15 November 2026)

2027

GFC Fund: 
Executive Board 
meeting & project 
approval (23-25 
March 2026)

Measurability 
Meeting ï
experts 
(19-20 Feb 2026)

Special 
Programme
Executive Board  
meeting (26-27 
March 2026)

GFC Fund: 
Executive Board 
meeting & project 
approval (14-16 Sep)

International 
Conference 
Webinar
In partnership with 
GEN (19 May 2026)

Internationa
l 
Conference 
Webinar
In partnership with 
GEN (1 Sep 2026)

GFC Focal 
Points 
Hybrid induction 

training (29-30 

April 2026)

Open-ended 
ad hoc group 
on 
measurability 
and indicators
(31 Mar 2026)

Bureau 

meeting
(20 May 2026)

Open-ended 
ad hoc group 
on 
measurability 
and indicators
(8 June 2026)

Regional &

Stakeholder
Briefing Webinars

(12-16 Oct 2026)

International 
Conference 
Webinar
In partnership with 
GEN (27 Oct 2026)

Bureau 

meeting
(29 Sep 2026)



Overview
Progress update on advancing 
implementation



Progress update on implementation of the Global Framework on Chemicals

5 Signal: ǒMore advanced | ǒPartially advanced | ǒLess advanced 

Data scorecard for Strategic Objective A Data scorecard for Strategic Objective B

Indicative overview of progress based on currently available data and information



6 Signal: ǒMore advanced | ǒPartially advanced | ǒLess advanced 

Data scorecard for Strategic Objective D Data scorecard for Strategic Objective E

Progress update on implementation of the Global Framework on Chemicals
Indicative overview of progress based on currently available data and information
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Implementation 

architecture 

Draft guidelines for national 

focal points, a capacity-

building and technology 

transfer strategy, and 

strengthened international 

cooperation.

Global 

Implementation 

Programmes

National legal 

frameworks and 

institutional capacity 

(IP1) and industry 

engagement across 

value chains (IP2)

Sector programmes 

within IP2

Textiles, electronics, healthcare, 

and construction, supported by 

cross-cutting work on 

transparency, chemicals of 

concern, green and sustainable 

chemistry, reporting and finance. 

Global measurability 

framework

Recommendations for 66 

target-level indicators and 

proposals for high-level 

indicators on 

environmental and health 

impacts.

Progress update on implementation of the Global Framework on Chemicals



8

Financing architecture 

strengthened

The GFC Fund is now 
implementing projects, with 
progress on the Benefits of Action 
initiative and stronger alignment 
across financing mechanisms.

Gender mainstreaming

advanced

Draft Gender Action Plan 
develop to integrate gender 
considerations into 
implementation, reporting 
and baseline assessments.

Collaboration and 

partnerships expanded

IOMC, multilateral environmental 
agreements and the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Panel on Chemicals, Waste and 
Pollution. 

Progress update on implementation of the Global Framework on Chemicals



Overview
The first International Conference of the 
Global Framework on Chemicals (GFC IC1)



The Global Framework on Chemicals - first International Conference
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Date

Location

Desired outcomes

Audience

16 -20 November 2026*

*Sunday, 15 November 2026, is reserved for Briefings and Regional Meetings.

Geneva International Conference Center, Geneva, Switzerland

Governments, industry, companies, and non-governmental and 

intergovernmental organizations including high-level segment

(i)  Adopt indicators and track progress

(ii) Identify and accelerate actions

(iii) Increase investment

TRACKING PROGRESS
ACCELERATING ACTION
INVESTING FOR IMPACT



The first International Conference: Snapshot of the Draft Programme
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To consider for adoption the proposed set of indicators and decide on the way forward for outstanding issues 

to finalize the measurability.

Adopt the proposed Implementation Programmes, their Terms of Reference and 2027ï2029 workplans, and

consider establishing an intersessional working group to guide implementation.

Decide the future of existing Issues of Concern and consider new nominations submitted under the 

Framework.

Consider and adopt the Gender Action Plan.

Strengthen the financing architecture by considering recommendations on financing and investment, including 

the Benefits of Action initiative and financial needs assessment.

Review and adopt the revised Terms of Reference of the GFC Fund and consider its future role in supporting 

implementation.

Strengthen collaboration with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to enhance complementarity, mobilize 

investment and support implementation priorities.

Approve the Secretariat's programme of work, budget and staffing structure for the next intersessional period 

and discuss options for sustainable financing.

12

The Global Framework on Chemicals - The first International Conference
Principal Decisions for Consideration at GFC IC1



Tracking Progress: The Measurability Framework and Indicators
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What it is

Why it matters

A common framework and set of indicators to measure implementation of 

the Global Framework on Chemicals.

Enables countries and other stakeholders to consistently track 

progress, identify gaps and strengthen accountability.

What it means for governments and industry
Better evidence to guide national and sectoral implementation and 

demonstrate results with greater transparency and comparable reporting and  

investment.

What GFC IC1 will decide
To consider for adoption the proposed set of indicators and decide on the 

way forward for outstanding issues to finalize the measurability.

For Consideration at the GFC IC1



Accelerating Action: Proposed Implementation Programmes
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Electronics Textiles

Building and constructionHealthcare

Global implementation programmes (IPs)

IP1: Legal frameworks and institutional capacities for chemicals 

management 

IP2: Economic and industry sector engagement and action for the safe 
and sustainable chemicals management 

IP3: Integrating Chemicals and Waste Issues in Sustainable 
Development Decision-making

For Consideration at the GFC IC1
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Accelerating Action: Issues of Concern

What it is

Emerging or insufficiently addressed chemicals and waste challenges that may 

pose risks to human health or the environment and require international action.

Newly nominated issues of concern for consideration at the GFC IC1

Chemicals management issues of special concern for childrenôs health 

Towards a broader approach on lead: expanding the scope beyond lead in paint

Pharmaceutical pollution and its effects on human health and the environment

Harmonization of global efforts to protect human, animal, and environment health against 

the threat from hazardous chemicals by transitioning to New Approach Methods

For Consideration at the GFC IC1
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Investing for Impact: Benefits of Action and Value Chain Transition

What it is

Why it matters

The Benefits of Action scoping study and Value Chain Transition approach provide the 

evidence and pathways to demonstrate the value of investing in safer and more 

sustainable chemicals management.

It helps governments, industry and investors understand the benefits and identify where 

targeted action can deliver the greatest health, environmental and economic benefits.

Governments gain stronger evidence to guide policy and investment, while industry 

gains clearer pathways to reduce risk, improve competitiveness and accelerate the 

transition to safer value chains.

What GFC IC1 will decide
Consider continuation of Benefits of Action activity and expanding the Value Chain 

Transition to strengthen the financing architecture for implementing GFC.

For Consideration at the GFC IC1

What it means for governments and industry



Investing for Impact: The Global Framework on Chemicals Fund 
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ñ...supporting countries to put the Framework into action since 2023.ò

What it is
Provides catalytic funding to strengthen national capacity and turn Global 

Framework commitments into action.

What GFC IC1 will decide
Consider and adopt the revised Terms of Reference to strengthen the Fund's 

future, governance, and effectiveness.

Impact to date
Two funding rounds completed, with four projects being implemented across 11 

countries in Africa and Latin America. Second round projects to be approved in 

September 2026. 

For Consideration at the GFC IC1
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The Global Framework on Chemicals - The first International Conference
Overview of the Programme

Contact Groups 

Thematic events (outside of negotiation)

High-Level Dialogue

Plenary 

Action & Partnership Hub

Regional and sectoral meetings, Technical Briefings 

Thematic spaces for discussion and engagement


