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• UNEP’s intergovernmental programme to promote 
the development and periodic review of 
environmental law, strengthen capacities in 
countries, and implement the SDGs.

• 10-year programme: 2020 – 2029.

• Adopted by UNEA resolution 4/20.

• National Focal Points: senior government officials, 
experts in environmental law.

• Steering committee for implementation.

• Rooted in UNEP’s Medium-term Strategy and 
delivered through its Programme of Work.

• Delivery through partnerships – Partnerships and 
Stakeholders Engagement Strategy.

• Trust Fund.

Link to Montevideo V Programme Handbook

Montevideo Programme V at a glance

https://wedocs.unep.org/items/967eef26-a90f-458a-b244-7fa2e585464f


Legal responses to combat the climate crisis

Legal responses to combat the biodiversity crisis

Legal responses to address the pollution crisis

Enhancing access rights
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Priority areas for implementation



Guidance tools: Provide practical 
guidance, tools, innovative approaches 

and resources (model laws, best 
practices, model indicators) to countries 
for effective and inclusive development 
and implementation of environmental 

law.

Information and data exchange: Develop 
and promote information and data 

exchange among legal stakeholders 
involved in the development and 

implementation of environmental law.

Training: Promote training in the field of 
environmental law, especially for legal 
professionals such as lawyers, judges, 

prosecutors and other enforcement 
officials.

UN Charter: Promote the recognition of the 
mutually reinforcing relationship between 
environmental law and the three pillars of 

the Charter of the United Nations.

Montevideo Programme V strategic activities



Partnerships: Support 
collaboration and promotion of 
partnerships across the United 
Nations and with other relevant 
entities, including civil society 
organizations, in the field of 

environmental law.

Education: Encourage and 
facilitate education on 

environmental law, with a view to 
empowering people and 

communities and strengthening 
institutional capacity of 

countries to address 
environmental issues. 

Awareness-raising: Support 
environmental law awareness-

raising initiatives at different 
levels.

Research: Encourage research, 
including studies and reports, 
on emerging environmental 
issues and the relationship 
between environmental law 

and other, related legal fields.

Access rights: Promote public 
participation, access to 

information and access to 
justice in environmental matters.

Montevideo Programme V strategic activities



• Central the vision of the Montevideo Programme 
V.

• Inclusive collaboration, knowledge exchange, 
transparent engagement in the Programme’s
delivery.

• Research and analysis; good practice, knowledge
and values; information sharing, outreach and 
networks; implementation support, sustainability 
and uptake. 

• Approximately 365 partners and stakeholders 
are part of the network of the Programme (as of 
October 2026).

Link to Partnerships and Stakeholder Engagement Strategy

Partners and stakeholders

https://leap.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/Partnerships%20and%20stakeholder%20engagement%20strategy_EN.pdf


Develop and strengthen legal and institutional frameworks -
17 countries have received assistance on issues such as 
climate legislation and transparency, carbon markets, ozone 
depleting substances renewable energy, human rights and 
climate change, climate justice.

Partnerships and capacity building for policymakers, 
parliamentarians, legal practitioners, judiciary and other 
stakeholders:

• PARLATINO – Latin American and Caribbean 
parliamentarians / climate governance.

• Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) – NDC implementation, 
COP engagement.

• Global Judicial Institute on the Environment – elevate 
judges’ role in environmental adjudication.

• GANHRI – rights-based climate governance and climate 
justice.

Partnership with PARLATINO, to strengthen regional parliamentary 
cooperation on climate action

Partnership with IPU to strengthen parliamentary leadership to engage 
in climate action, design climate change legislation and advance the 
implementation of NDCs.

Advancing legal responses to combat the climate crisis



• 2025 Climate Litigation report

• Law and Climate Change Toolkit

• Practical Guidance for NHRIs on 
Addressing Human Rights and Climate 
Change (2022)

• Model Forest Act Initiative (MoFAI) (2026)

Advancing legal responses to combat the climate crisis

Research, knowledge development and 
thought leadership

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/global-climate-litigation-report-2025-status-review
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/global-climate-litigation-report-2025-status-review
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/toolkits/climate
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/toolkits/climate
https://ganhri.org/practical-guidance-for-nhris-on-hr-and-climate-change/
https://ganhri.org/practical-guidance-for-nhris-on-hr-and-climate-change/
https://ganhri.org/practical-guidance-for-nhris-on-hr-and-climate-change/
https://ganhri.org/practical-guidance-for-nhris-on-hr-and-climate-change/
https://www.adb.org/publications/model-forest-act-initiative


Develop and strengthen legal and institutional frameworks -
18 countries have received assistance on issues such as 
biosafety, wildlife conservation and crimes that affect the 
environment, protected areas, desertification, BBNJ Agreement.

Partnerships and capacity building for legal professionals and 
practitioners, judges, prosecutors, parliamentarians and 
enforcement officials:

• UNODC/FAO - EU-funded “Safety across Asia for the Global 
Environment” (SAFE) project.

• IPU –African parliamentarians / land degradation.

• IUCN - judges and justice sector practitioners in Latin 
America and the Caribbean / biodiversity protection.

• CMS Legislation Programme.

Advancing legal responses to combat the biodiversity crisis

Partnership with UNODC and FAO (EU SAFE 
project), to strengthen cooperation to improve 
biosafety and biosecurity in Asia-Pacific.

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/environment-climate/asia-pacific/safe.html


• Guidance on Integrating Human Rights in 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 
(NBSAPs) (2023)

• Core Human Rights Principles for Private 
Conservation Organizations and Funders (2024)

• MEA synergies: Key Entry Points for 
Cooperation and Collaboration amongst MEAs 
(Bern Process) – with UNEP-WCMC

• Preventing the Next Pandemic: Strengthening 
Biosafety and Biosecurity in ASEAN Captive 
Wildlife Facilities (2024)

Advancing legal responses to combat the biodiversity crisis

Research, knowledge development and thought 
leadership

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=CAESgQEB6zswFV1tX_rE7ufdqV4R5-b2OgrdBJa118GsDcHxjE8Be9K24o1JeJDPbSlXQ5GSEj8185kauhnyngPtOb8gsmDfo3IYsGtVh_vN40LDBXGJtg-suleYcvmytqjnGYa2vb02NvPu6lXh8YWodjTIxptxM-uGjbwJ7e5PTyQ58Mo&ved=2ahUKEwimpPLq9uOXAxVjQfEDHbwAHJkQFnoECA8QAQ&uoh=2&usg=AOvVaw1mhoBMg9_rQBwDQD4NIJZf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=CAESgQEB6zswFV1tX_rE7ufdqV4R5-b2OgrdBJa118GsDcHxjE8Be9K24o1JeJDPbSlXQ5GSEj8185kauhnyngPtOb8gsmDfo3IYsGtVh_vN40LDBXGJtg-suleYcvmytqjnGYa2vb02NvPu6lXh8YWodjTIxptxM-uGjbwJ7e5PTyQ58Mo&ved=2ahUKEwimpPLq9uOXAxVjQfEDHbwAHJkQFnoECA8QAQ&uoh=2&usg=AOvVaw1mhoBMg9_rQBwDQD4NIJZf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=CAESgQEB6zswFV1tX_rE7ufdqV4R5-b2OgrdBJa118GsDcHxjE8Be9K24o1JeJDPbSlXQ5GSEj8185kauhnyngPtOb8gsmDfo3IYsGtVh_vN40LDBXGJtg-suleYcvmytqjnGYa2vb02NvPu6lXh8YWodjTIxptxM-uGjbwJ7e5PTyQ58Mo&ved=2ahUKEwimpPLq9uOXAxVjQfEDHbwAHJkQFnoECA8QAQ&uoh=2&usg=AOvVaw1mhoBMg9_rQBwDQD4NIJZf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=CAESgQEB6zswFV1tX_rE7ufdqV4R5-b2OgrdBJa118GsDcHxjE8Be9K24o1JeJDPbSlXQ5GSEj8185kauhnyngPtOb8gsmDfo3IYsGtVh_vN40LDBXGJtg-suleYcvmytqjnGYa2vb02NvPu6lXh8YWodjTIxptxM-uGjbwJ7e5PTyQ58Mo&ved=2ahUKEwimpPLq9uOXAxVjQfEDHbwAHJkQFnoECA8QAQ&uoh=2&usg=AOvVaw1mhoBMg9_rQBwDQD4NIJZf
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/821a4898-5e7b-4ad7-9900-c071e0335fc6
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/821a4898-5e7b-4ad7-9900-c071e0335fc6
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/821a4898-5e7b-4ad7-9900-c071e0335fc6
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/9e7e3bcd-0eda-40cd-a116-5057e1725e72
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/9e7e3bcd-0eda-40cd-a116-5057e1725e72
https://www.unodc.org/res/environment-climate/asia-pacific/safe_html/Preventing_the_Next_Pandemic_Discussion_Paper.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/res/environment-climate/asia-pacific/safe_html/Preventing_the_Next_Pandemic_Discussion_Paper.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/res/environment-climate/asia-pacific/safe_html/Preventing_the_Next_Pandemic_Discussion_Paper.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/res/environment-climate/asia-pacific/safe_html/Preventing_the_Next_Pandemic_Discussion_Paper.pdf


Develop and strengthen legal and institutional frameworks -
33 countries have received assistance on issues such as waste 
prevention and mismanagement, chemicals, marine litter, air 
pollution, circular economy for plastics.

Partnerships and capacity building to advance prevention, 
compliance and enforcement through an integrated approach:

• FAO/WHO/WOA - Quadripartite Joint Secretariat on 
Antimicrobial Resistance.

• BRS, Minamata, GFC secretariats –national implementation 
and compliance; accession.

• Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management 
of Chemicals – ‘Leapfrogging’ guidance on chemicals 
regulation, to support the Global Framework on Chemicals 
implementation.

• Green Customs Initiative - customs and border enforcement 
authorities / illegal trade and transboundary movement of 
environmentally sensitive commodities and waste.

Advancing legal responses to combat the pollution crisis

Quadripartite Joint Secretariat on Antimicrobial Resistance 
(FAO,UNEP, WHO, WOAH)



• Regulating Air Quality: The First Global 
Assessment of Air Pollution Legislation (2021)

• Guide on Ambient Air Quality Legislation (2023)

• Law and Air Quality Toolkit (2025)

• Tackling Plastic Pollution: Legislative Guide for 
the Regulation of Single-Use Plastic Products
(2021)

• Supporting the Transition to a Sustainable 
Textile Value Chain: The Role of Environmental 
Permitting Systems (2026)

Advancing legal responses to combat the pollution crisis

Research, knowledge development and thought 
leadership

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/guide-ambient-air-quality-legislation-air-pollution-series
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/guide-ambient-air-quality-legislation-air-pollution-series
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/toolkits/airquality
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/toolkits/airquality
https://www.unep.org/cobsea/resources/publication/tackling-plastic-pollution-legislative-guide-regulation-single-use-plastic
https://www.unep.org/cobsea/resources/publication/tackling-plastic-pollution-legislative-guide-regulation-single-use-plastic
https://www.unep.org/cobsea/resources/publication/tackling-plastic-pollution-legislative-guide-regulation-single-use-plastic
https://www.unep.org/cobsea/resources/publication/tackling-plastic-pollution-legislative-guide-regulation-single-use-plastic
https://www.unep.org/cobsea/resources/publication/tackling-plastic-pollution-legislative-guide-regulation-single-use-plastic
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/supporting-transition-sustainable-textile-value-chain-role-environmental
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/supporting-transition-sustainable-textile-value-chain-role-environmental
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/supporting-transition-sustainable-textile-value-chain-role-environmental
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/supporting-transition-sustainable-textile-value-chain-role-environmental
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstreams/b00cb197-41cf-4917-840c-f1daaa65f4e6/download


Develop and strengthen legal and institutional frameworks -
25 countries have received assistance on issues such as 
framework laws and codification, environmental defenders, 
rights and justice, awareness raising and training.

Partnerships and capacity building for public administration, 
legal professionals, judiciaries, national institutions and NGOs, 
research centers and civil society:

• Council of Europe – EROL, Montevideo Programme, Council 
of Europe treaties and other MEAs; knowledge exchange, 
capacity-building, joint initiatives.

• UNECE and ECLAC – Aarhus Convention and Escazú 
Agreement implementation; accession.

• ASEAN - Declaration on the Right to a Safe, Clean, Healthy 
and Sustainable Environment and Regional Plan of Action. 

Enhancing access rights and environmental rule of law

Partnership with ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human 
Rights



• The Right to a Healthy Environment in Practice: 
A Decade Before the Courts (2025)

• Environmental Rule of Law Report (3rd edition 
under preparation)

• No Transition Without Justice - Strengthening 
Environmental Rule of Law for People and Planet 
(2026)

• Methodology Handbook on Policy Coherence
(2026)

Enhancing access rights and environmental rule of law

Research, knowledge development and thought 
leadership

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/right-healthy-environment-practice-decade-courts-2015-2025
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/right-healthy-environment-practice-decade-courts-2015-2025
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/right-healthy-environment-practice-decade-courts-2015-2025
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/environmental-rule-law-tracking-progress-and-charting-future-directions
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/environmental-rule-law-tracking-progress-and-charting-future-directions
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4
https://sdgs.unep.org/sites/default/files/2026-04/Methodology_Handbook_for_SDG_Indicator_17.14.1_FINAL_V.2.pdf
https://sdgs.unep.org/sites/default/files/2026-04/Methodology_Handbook_for_SDG_Indicator_17.14.1_FINAL_V.2.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/6e2ecf9e-6d13-425c-b245-3923e2d78dfd
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/e1a97243-1170-4cd7-ac96-3e4cb1bae766
https://wedocs.unep.org/items/1ff12bb1-07dd-4cc5-bc1b-ec246cc128e4


Supported a global community of environmental law 
educators, students and practitioners, in partnership 
with academia, education or research institutions and 
networks:

• University of Eastern Finland – Annual course on 
MEAs.

• Environmental Law Clinics Alliances and Networks 
(Asia Pacific - Latin America and the Caribbean –
Middle East and North Africa - Europe).

• E-learning courses through InforMEA – and access 
to more than 220,000 legislative and case-law 
records through UNEP-LEAP alongside toolkits, 
guidance documents, model laws, publications and 
reports, e-learning courses and tools and resources 
from partners – reaching 3.5 million users in 2026.

Partnership with UEF for the annual course on MEAs

Strengthening environmental law education

https://www.informea.org/en
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/overview
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/overview
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/overview


• Technical legal
assistance:
submission of
requests through 
Online form or via e-
mail to the Montevideo 
secretariat unep-
montevideo@un.org

• Publications and
other knowledge
products

• Free online courses
(InforMEA)

https://leap.unep.org/en

UNEP-LEAP: digital backbone of the Montevideo Programme V

https://leap.unep.org/en/technical-assistance
https://leap.unep.org/en/technical-assistance
https://leap.unep.org/en/technical-assistance
https://leap.unep.org/en/technical-assistance
https://leap.unep.org/en/support-request
https://leap.unep.org/en/support-request
mailto:unep-montevideo@un.org
mailto:unep-montevideo@un.org
mailto:unep-montevideo@un.org
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/overview
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/elearning
https://leap.unep.org/en/knowledge/elearning
https://leap.unep.org/en


Funding the Montevideo Programme V  

• Financing sources: (a) Montevideo Trust Fund and (b) Other 
extrabudgetary funds, including UNEP’s core budget.

• As of June 2026, total programme implementation at USD  12.8 
million: 89% from other extrabudgetary funds and 11 % Trust 
Fund 

• As of June 2026, USD 3.1 million received contributions to Trust 
Fund.

• Indicative total implementation costs (programmatic and 
secretariat) from 2022-2029 estimated at USD 38.1 million.

• Funding shortfall: USD 25 million or USD 7.2 million annually to 
raise to implement the core activities of the Programme until 
2029 – with a specific target to contribute to the Trust Fund. 



22 September 2026
Partners and 

Stakeholders consultation

June-July 2026
Regional consultations 

with National Focal Points

6 November 2026
Side events of the Third 

Global Meeting of National 
Focal Points (online)

UNEP Environmental 
Law Week

Thought leadership 
of national focal 

points, partners and 
stakeholders

4-5 November 2026
Third Global Meeting of 
National Focal Points 

(online)

December 2027
UNEA-8

The road to the Third Global Meeting and UNEA-8

Expectations for Third Global Meeting

- Review progress (2024-2026)
- Midterm review
- Partners and stakeholders
- Steering Committee for Implementation



UNEP Environmental Law Week 2026

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

14:00 - 16:00

15th Steering 
Committee 
Meeting

11:30 –13:00 

Geneva 
Environment 
Network Briefing

14:00 – 17:30

Day 1 of the 
Third global 
meeting of 
national focal 
points

14:00 – 17:30

Day 2 of the 
Third global 
meeting of 
national focal 
points

14:00 – 15:30

Side Event 1: 
Environmental 
Law Clinics

16:00 – 17:30

Side event 2: 
Illegal Trade and 
Crimes that 
Affect the 
Environment

All times in EAT (UCT+3). Registration is required.

https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/fifteenth-meeting-steering-committee-implementation
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/fifteenth-meeting-steering-committee-implementation
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/fifteenth-meeting-steering-committee-implementation
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/fifteenth-meeting-steering-committee-implementation
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/fifteenth-meeting-steering-committee-implementation
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/briefing-on-the-montevideo-programme-v-a-decade-of-action-on-environmental-law/
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/briefing-on-the-montevideo-programme-v-a-decade-of-action-on-environmental-law/
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/briefing-on-the-montevideo-programme-v-a-decade-of-action-on-environmental-law/
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/third-global-meeting-national-focal-points
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-1
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-1
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-1
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-2
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-2
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-2
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-2
https://leap.unep.org/en/about/meetings/side-events-third-global-meeting-national-focal-points#side-event-2


United Nations Avenue, Gigiri
PO Box 30552 – 00100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya

Andrea Rizzo
Head of the Environmental Governance 
Section, UNEP Law Division

Thank you

www.unep.org
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